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IC, Iran seek intervention in Bosnia 



AHRAN (R) — The Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OJC) 
crctary genera] and Iran's foreign minister, in separate remarks, called 
iiurday for military intervention to defend Muslims in Bosnia- 
ovina. The Saudi Arabian daily Al Madina said Hamid Al Gabki 
p. «.* OIC in an interview ''renewal his call on the (U.N.) Security 
|i ■ joncil for sanctions and military intervention to end Serbia's aggressive 
j jl : pnsion against the people of Bosnia- Herzegovina.” Iranian Foreign 
mister Ali Akbar Veiayati. in a statement carried by the Iranian news 
pney IRNA, criticised the U.N. for not taking tougher measures to 
meet Bosnian Muslims. “Softly worded resolutions and lenient posi- 
Stunte^ k . «“ the United Nations towards the crisis in Bosnia-Herzegovina have 
, v “Sjunwuraged Serbs to continue their crimes." IRNA quota] him as saying. 
iH©SQ Jen* ; ' Vesiern countries which speak about human rights have not taken 
kin. *“ measures to stop these crimes." 'Mr. Veiayati said. 

n fated story on page 8. 
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Fires caused $1 m damage in Lebanon 

BEIRUT (API — A rash of forest fires extinguished by Lebanese troops 
backed by British and Syrian fire-fighting units caused SI million damage, 
the civil defene chief said Saturday. Brigadier-General Theodore Mekari 
said the fires that swept across Lebanon's central mountains destroyed 
more than 600 square kilometres of woods and farms. More than 60 
villages in the Christian heartland northeast of Beirut and the Druze 
hinterland southeast of the capital sustained considerable damage from 
the fires that erupted Tuesday. About 350 fires were reported. They were 
sparked by careless picnickers and other accidental cause during a 
dry-heat wave and spread along the mountain ridges by strong winds. 
Gen. Mekari si id. He said the British Wessex 5 fire-fighting helicopter, 
which helped extinguish the leaping (lames in hills above Beirut, 
developed electrical and mechanical troubles after making 16 shuttles 
Friday. “It is sitting at the Lebanese navy base in Jounieh for repair.' 
Gen. Mekari said. Foreign Minister Faris Bouez expressed “Lebanon's 
deep gratitude” for Britain's help. All 17 Syrian fire engines that 
participated in combatting the blazes were withdrawn late Friday, Gen. 
Mekari said. 
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•• i self-declard security 

in south Lebanon Satur- 
M)CnS3‘ Js^scurity sources said Hizbol- 
fa n . - “ ^Niters fired two rockets at a 

in. il by the South Lebanon 

IlkG fng;r (SLA) in the village of 
' .'tba before duelling with 

LOS ANGELES |i 4e S uns and anti-tank rock- 

millionaire do 5 <e SLA said none of its men 
Jackson has joia^rt in the attack. Hizbollah 
perfume sv-e^p^d several SLA fighters 
of the prevailed or wounded. 
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available in (R) — Egyptian Presi- 

season. The rr^.^osni Mubarak will visit 
declared "environ from Nov. 19 to 21 for 
and each s.enasr :ith President Francos Mtt- 
with a hcicqrL.Tiojil on the Middle East, Mr. 
Hat. in ; « ak '=. ofE “ “*> Saturday. 
pobiicUts. Amr M^a, re- 

Srfiectibit fr °"? p ™? 

„. r . v~ie visit and Middle East 

-process with Mr. Miner- 
fur H^4d the election of BUI 
to the U.S. presidency 
"T a s.^,. ... ^ ot affect the next round 
ISi,* - talks. “The peace pro- 

r World tr ..:. resame ^ ^ continue," be 
ggpr evir..: , * ci sorters on arrival at Cairo 

h Saturday. “It is essential 
son s nc'. -. : *:ml: a new chiving force," be 

■ ‘ -r. Musa said Mr. Mubarak 
- ■ Mitterrand would discuss 

■ >-74dle East. During his own 
Musa and Mr. Mitter- 

' discussed bilateral ex- 
and the Mubarak visit. 
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SCUS (AP) — A 43-year- 
e> nT - Ar - y,wi convicted of murdering 
BOZO t.i. • people in a dispute over 
| eQDgrat'v^»^e»sb»P was hanged bc- 
| f*: -’t-vn Saturday 4n the Medit- 

SOSO ^ pon city of L»talm, 
■ w\« T vtv -wernmeni newspaper 
said. The daily identified 
clown was *->■ -r n ^ Samir Ben Saloum 
Oingratusarion5_.it gsber shot dead 
Elea AWws 25, 1991, 

been czucu - quarrel over a piece of 
dent Get'rse f-jey shared in Gardaha, 
campaign . Hafez Ai Assad’s na- 

perhaps trie age near Latakia. A 15- 
wodd. was boy, identified only as 

paign whe-. .'-• =• a relative of Abbas, was 
Dentocra:’.c ^? w ^vounded. Esber then shot 
ton and ni; '’ ;: ed Mohammad Shukri, a 
mniung-n j:=- '^ho tried to help the first 
Okiton fired the newspaper said. 
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origin ai 5o:>-' fired warning shots, at a 
created Eh- reconnaissance air- 

tfte presi-.r.:-f^U the island’s southern 
extend my s> r *f;i police spokesman said 
tions on yocry^y. The spokesman, Sav- 
tou ter you? Sf.:omades t said the police 
•••’ :>ei i-vas on a routine patrol 
have teen t' K^rvhen it spotted a warship 
von ali : *n-' ^ r .‘ jad °nal waters, about 28 
Lj-,- ■■ ■ YjurUTes off Cape Greco, the 
■ 3" southeastern tip. As the 
determine 
vessel, two 

j- 4'. vci'i of anti-aircraft fire were 
doC£ ’. ' Aii u-sd to chase it away. The 
® CTnw ‘, ‘ spotlighted tensions that 
ahrays s^;. - ;iie s-oered Cypriot-Turkish re- 
lr was ..jgaver the past 18 years (See 
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stan opposition 
)r acquitted 

(R) — A Pakistani 

?&es> turday acquitted a former / 

, usen lent minister of irriscon- ' 

j ^ awarding a power plant 

I ^^loa Japanese firm. The 

* "pc? S'^high court said there was 

i serpent, evidence to prove 
mer Minister of Water 
^ iwer Khawaja Ahmad 
TOKYO ;« guilty of misconduct in 
japan* ^ -8 °f tb e contract while his 

lar cPiricdi-sJ ^ient was in power. Mr. 
bv ff-d'i: ■\:ow a leader of the ooposi- 


5. v-inki Pwan power plant tn cen- 

» Feii T*^ r C.'istaii, to be- awarded to 
S^iawe firm Mitsubishi. . 
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^ ,ri ers, inchKfing Vlce-Presi- 
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wrongdoings. 
%'jton Post said Saturday, 
sources saying no fof- 
romraendation had been 
pn>' CL L,;. ' ^ y* it aides raised the idea to 
^^f-'V^-'it GeorgeBush. ' 
with r,L ‘ i 

I 


Jordan and PLO discuss 
points in draft agenda for 

Kingdom’s talks with Israel 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Saturday discussed 
the draft agenda for Jordanian- 
Israeti peace talks which was 
adopted in Washington 10 days 
ago. According to sources close 
to the talks, the PLO submitted a 
list "of written observations" to 
the Jordanian government late 
last week seeking clarification on 
several points included in the 
agenda. 

The PLO delegation which in- 
cluded Yasser Abed Rabbo, a 
PLO Executive Committee mem- 
ber and head of the PLO in- 
formation department, head of 
the Palestinian delegation Faisal 
Husseini and PLO Executive 
Committee member Sulaiman 
Najjab, met with Foreign Minis- 
ter Kamel Abu Jaber. 

Although both sides kept a 
tight lid on the nature of the talks 
describing them as “sensitive,” 
sources close to the negotiations 
in Washington said that the 
Palestinians were seeking to im- 
prove the terms and language of 
the agenda. 

, "We are anxious to close any 
loopholes that may arise." a 
Palestinian source confirmed in 
Amman. He said that the talks 


with the. Jordanians came after 
last week’s meeting of the Palesti- 
nian leadership in Tunis during 
which the subject of the 
Jordani an-Israeli agenda was dis- 
cussed. 

*£A number of ideas and 
observations were made at that 
meeting and it was decided that 
they should be discussed with the 
Jordanian side as part of the 
coordination efforts that all the 
Arab parties to the talks have 
pledged themselves to." said 
another source, who insisted on 
anonymity. 

The PLO also dispatched a 
separate delegation, beaded by 
the organisation’s Political De- 
partment chief Farouk Kad- 
doutni, to Syria for an exchange 
of views on the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks, which are due to 
resume in Washington Monday. 

News agencies quoted Mr. 
Kaddoumi as telling reporters 
that his talks in Syria were aimed 
at “forging a unified Arab posi- 
tion towards regional and world 
developments." 

In Amman, Jordanians and 
Palestinians have refrained from 
making public comments on the 
exact points discussed between 
them, but they expected a quiet 
continuation of talks. Meetings 
have remained low-key in an 
effort which officials from both 


sides describe as aimed at deflect- 
ing the efforts of critics to under- 
mine Palestinian-Jordanian coor- 
dination on the agenda. Hie offi- 
cials emphasised the value of an 
internal debate in preventing 
opponents from “using rumours 
to serve their own purpose.” 

Both parties rejected reports of 
conflict but a source said that it 
had become apparent “that more 
and deeper coordination was 
needed among the Arab sides. 

The head of the Jordanian de- 
legation to the talks. Abdul 
Sal am Majali, was recalled to 
Jordan for consultations last 
week. He left for Washington 
early Saturday to prepare for 
Monday's talks. During his stay 
in Amman he met with a PLO 
delegation which was here ahead 
of the Tunis meeting. 

The Palestinians, according to 
sources close to the talks, are 
seeking further explanations on 
mutual areas of concern, particu- 
larly on refugees and territorial 
issues. 

Jordanian officials, on the 
other hand, insist that while the 
agenda may have been written 
“in compromise language on the 
items, it does not compromise the 
issues.” and that the present lan- 
guage does not preempt the re- 

Continued on page 5) 


Clinton assembles economic team 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (AP) 
— President-elect Bill Cfinlqn’s 
transition planners are focusing 
quickly on building an economic 
policy team for a fast start on 
addressing the problem that was 
the top l jssae in his campaign. 

"It's dear from the campaign 
that the economic issues are the 
pre-eminent ones," said Warren 
Christopher, the newly-named 
director of the transition team. 
Nevertheless, he said Mr. Clinton 
would move swiftly to fill admi- 
nistration jobs in all areas. 

Mr. Christopher, who was 
number two at the State Depart- 
ment in the Carter administra- 
tion, will oversee the day-to-day 
operations of the transition, while 
Vernon Jordan, a Washington 
attorney and former civil rights 
leader, will be chairman of the 
transition board. 

Together, they will draft re- 
commendations for selecting a 
cabinet, building a White House 
staff and filling upwards of 3,000 
government jobs. 

“We'U proceed in a brisk, but 
nevertheless a conscientious and 
orderly, way," Mr. Christopher 
said.- 

He said the appointments 
would be made under “the most 


stringent set of ethics rules that 
have ever been promulgated for 
our country.” 

Nursing a raspy voice, Mr. 
Clinton remained out of sight at 
the governor's mansion, taking 
his first weekend off in months. 

His 12-year-old daughter, 
Chelsea, stopped by his campaign 
headquarters and lugged away a 
box full of her belongings. 

The headquarters was fast be- 
coming deserted as many cam- 
paign aides scattered for home 
and some rest following Tues- 
day’s election, harbouring hopes 
they’ll have a job in the new 
administration that takes power 
in 74 days. 

"Everybody's a little ex- 
hausted," spokesman George 
Stephan opoulos said. 

The White House announced 
Saturday that Secretary of Trans- 
portation Andrew Card would 
“have all responsibility" for deal- 
ing with Mr. Clinton’s transition 
team. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwatersaid Mr. Card would 
meet with Mr. Clinton's transi- 
tion representatives sometime 
next week. He also said Mr. 
Bush’s chief of staff, James Bak- 
er, would meet Wednesday with 


Mr. Jordan on the transition. 

Mr. Christopher said he 
wanted to open lines of com- 
munication with the administra- 
tion to “get the necessary in- 
formation so there is no gap 
between our takeover of the gov- 
ernment in January the 20th 
and that it’ll be able ' <roceed in 
an orderly fashion ' iout losing 
any momentum." 

Mr. Jordan, former president 
of the National Urban League, 
and Mr. Christopher, a Los 
Angeles lawyer, served on Mr. 
Clinton's vice-presidential 
screening team, and also have 
served for the past month on Mr. 
Clinton's transition planning 
board. 

Joining team on the transition 
board are the other members of 
the vice-presidential panel: Mick- 
ey Kantor, who was campaign 
chairman; former San Antonio 
Mayor Henry Cisneros; former 
Vermont Governor Madeleine 
Kuntn; and longtime Clinton 
friend Thoms F. “Mac” McLarty. 
bead of the Arkansas-Louisiana 
Gas Company. 

Iraq hopes Clinton wfll be less 
hostile; scholar optimistic over 
peace talks, page 2 


Iran says it 
does not want 
ties with U.S. 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Fore- 
ign Minister Aii Akbar Veiayati 
said Saturday Tehran would not 
resume ties with the United 
States, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (FRNA) reported. 

Mr. Veiayati told the agency he 
did not expect relations with 
Washington to improve after Bill 
Clinton's victory in the U.S. pres- 
idential elections. 

“We have no intention to re- 
sume ties with the United 
States,'* Mr. Veiayati said. 

Washington severed ties with 
Iran after militants stormed die 
U.S. embassy in Tehran 23 years 
ago, and held 52 Americans hos- 
tage for 444 days. 

Mr. Veiayati acknowledged 
that some Western countries had 
demanded Iran commute its 
death, sentence on author Salman 
Rushdie, but said that was im- 
possible. 

"There is no way to do so." he 
said in an interview with IRNA, 
which is received in Nicosia. 

Iran’s revolutionary patriarch, 
the late Ayatollah Ruhollah 
‘Khomeini, issued an Islamic edict 
calling for Mr. Rushdie's head in 
February 1989. He said Mr. 
Rushdie had insulted Islam in his 
novel. "The Satanic Verses.” 


Ben Ali sets reforms 
but no date for polls 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisian President 
Zine Ai Abidine Ben Ali, mark- 
ing five years in power, 
announced reforms of the civil 
service Saturday but did not set 
an anticipated timetable for intro- 
ducing democracy. 

Mr. Ben Alt said he was creat- 
ing the office of “administrative 
mediator” who would serve as an 
ombudsman to arbitrate disputes 
between the public and the civil 
service. 

He had been widely expected 
to announce a timetable for in- 
stalling democracy. He instead 
said that the electoral code was 
being revised and the opposition 
would be permitted to run in 
legislative polls expected in April 

“Definitive versions of prop- 
ositions will be formulated soon 
to confirm the introduction of 
political pluralism in the chamber 
of deputies,” he said. 

When be took over on Nov. 7, 
1987i Mr. Ben Ali promised 
democratisatioD but he has kept a 
tight rein' on the pace of change 
and the limits of democracy. 

He has brought to heel practi- 
calty all the political parties and 
national organisations, with the 
exception of the Tunisian Human 
Rights League which was dis- 
solved m June. 

Mr. Ben Ali remains chief of 
the former ruling party, now 


known as the Democratic Consti- 
tutional Assembly (RCD) which 
won ali 141 seats in parliament in 
1989 elections. 

Last week the RCD and the 
opposition met to revise the elec- 
toral law which would enable the 
opposition to enter parliament 
when the next elections are held. 

After a period of sometimes 
violent agitation in 1990 and 1991, 
Mr. Ben Ali waged an implacable 
campaign against Muslim fun- 
damentalists in the last two years, 
cracking down systematically on 
the outlawed Al Nahdha move- 
ment. 

Nearly 300 A) Nahdha leaders 
and activists were tried in 
September for plotting against 
the state and sentenced to jail 
terms ranging from a few years to 
life. 

As a result, Tunisia appears 
calm. Tourists scared off by the 
Gulf crisis are returning to the 
•beaches and souks. 

. Even in the university, usually a 
hotbed of agitation, no incidents 
have been reported for a year, 
partly because the campuses are 
constantly patrolled by armed 
security forces. 

Diplomats say his suppression 
of the fundamentalist movement 
has given him a freer hand to 
permit political dissent. 



DIEHARDS STAGE RALLY: Russian com- 
munist supporters push an original car from 1917 
waving flags through Moscow’s streets Saturday 


AFP photo 

during a demonstration in honour of the 75th 
anniversary of the Rosaan Revolution (see page 8) 


Brotherhood accuses Jordanian 

negotiators of exceeding mandate 


By Ayman Al Safadi 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc in the Lower 
House of Parliament Saturday 
accused Jordanian peace nego- 
tiators with Israel of deviating 
from the government’s declared 
basic principles for Arab-Israeli 
peace and demanded the team 
“be held accountable for exceed- 
ing its mandate.” 

In a strongly-worded statement 
against what it called "the 
Jordanian-Israeii agreement," 
the parliamentary office of the 
bloc said the informal draft agen- 
da reached by Jordanian and 
Israeli negotiators in Washington 
on Oct. 27 bodes ill for “our 
national unity and inter-Arab re- 
lations." 

Reaffirming its rejection of 


conceding any part of Palestine to 
Israel or “giving the Jews legi- 
timacy on our land.” the bloc said 
the government should turn down 
the “agreement" and terminate 
the peace talks as a futile exer- 
cise. ' 

The Brotherhood referred to 
the draft agenda as a “declaration 
of peace principles with the Zion- 
ist enemy (that will lead) to nor- 
malisation of relations” in all 
fields. 

The government has not yer 
endorsed the agenda and calls it a 
preliminary agreement on gener- 
al guide lines for the peace talks. 
It is currently discussing its con- 
tents with representatives of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

The Brotherhood statement 
lashed out at the “agreement” for 
failing “to include a (demand for) 


a complete Israeli withdrawal 
from all Arab territories occupied 
since 1967, a reference to Jeru- 
salem.. or Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territories. 

The draft agenda, which was 
published in the Jordan Times on 
Oct. 29, said Jordan and Israel 
will pursue a lasting and compre- 
hensive peace on the basis of 
United Nations Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338. Jordan 
interprets Resolution 242 as de- 
manding a complete Israeli with- 
drawal from all Arab territories 
occupied since 2967, including 
Jerusalem. 

The Brotherhood statement 
also said the “agreement, which 
the Brotherhood deputies see as a 
realisation of Jewish goals” for 


(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat 
calls on 
Clinton 
to renew 
dialogue 

LONDON (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat has 
urged U.S. President-elect Bill 
Clinton to reopen Washington's 
dialogue with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

In ah interview published on 
Saturday by the Arabic newspap- 
er Al Hayat, Mr. Arafat said he 
hoped Mr. Clinton's pro-Israeli 
statements were only campaign 
rhetoric. 

“We hope the two American 
administrations, the old one and 
the new, are capable of taking the 
important derision of renewing 
the dialogue with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation." Mr. 
Arafat said. 

President George Bush sus- 
pended a dialogue with the PLO 
when it failed to condemn a 1990 
attack on an Israeli beachfront by 
the Palestine Liberation From, a 
hardline group within the PLO 
led by Mohammad Abbas. 

The PLO. which endorses 
U.S. -sponsored Middle East 
peace talks even though it is 
barred from taking part directly, 
has repeatedly urged Washington 
to resume the dialogue. 

“Whenever we raised the sub- 
ject they would tell us ‘after the 
elections. After the elections,”' 
Mr.' Arafat said. 

Mr. Clinton, who will assume 
office in January, reached out for 
votes in a number of campaign 
speeches to Jewish audiences by 
making pro-Israeli remarks and 
saying “united Jerusalem” was 
Israel’s capital. 

He won 80 per cent of the 
Jewish vote in Tuesday's elec- 
tions. 

“I hope these promises and 
that talk was only foT the election 
campaign and not promises to be 
implemented.” Mr. Arafat told 
Al Hayat. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinian 
killed in 
Gaza Strip 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Masked men gunned 
down Saturday a Palestinian taxi 
driver in the occupied Gaza Strip 
they suspected of collaborating 
with the Israeli occupation au- 
thorities, Arab reports said. 

Ahmad KhaJed ismaiJ. 27, had 
just returned to his home in the 
Rafah refugee camp when he was 
shot in the head, Arab reports 
said. Residents said Ismail was 
killed in retaliation for helping 
the Israeli authorities. 

The army confirmed his death, 
but did not know the motive 
behind the killing. 

In another development. 
Israel's justice minister has 
ordered an investigation of the 
arrest and interrogation of a 
Palestinian who was diagnosed as 
catatonic after his detention, the 
ministry said Friday. 

Justice Minister David Libai 
asked the state attorney to ex- 
amine the case of Hassan Zbeidi 
at the request of the Israeli hu- 
man rights group Bitselem, said 
ministry spokeswoman Efty 
Eshed. 

Bitselem asked Libai to ex- 
amine whether Zbeidi's condition 
was possibly caused by mistreat- 
ment during detention . 

Zbeidi, a 32-y ear-old accoun- 
tant, was taken by soldiers from 
his home in the West Bank rown 
of Anabta on Sept. 25. The army 
said Zbeidi W2s detained on 
suspicion of belonging to a “hos- 
tile organisation” and that it was 
checking the case. 

Zbeidi was first allowed to see 
his lawyer, Nader Kharaz. on 
Oct. 23, Bitselem said. During 
that meeting. Zbeidi did not re- 
spond to questions or talk, the 
lawyer told Bitselem. 

Zbeidi was released on Oct. 28. 
Bitselem said an examination by 
psychiatrist Dr. Omar Abas the 
following day determined that the 

patient suffered from acute cata- 
tonia, 3 condition marked by a 
stupor, alternating with phases of 
excitement. 


New ILN. envoy heads for 


NAIROBI (AP) — Tie new 
U.N. envoy for Somalia was en 
route to his new job in the region 
Saturday amid increasing clan 
tensions and continuing difficul- 
ties feeding the starving. 

Ismat T. Kittani of Iraq was to 
arrive in Nairobi late Saturday 
and continue to Somalia's capital, 
Mogadishu, Sunday, said U.N. 
spokeswoman Katerina Toll. 

Mr. Kittani. 63, succeeds 
Mohammad Sahnoun of Algeria 
who resigned Oct. 29 after re- 
buked by U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali for com- 
plaining that slow U.N. relief 
efforts in Somalia had cost many 
lives. 

U.N. officials say Mr. Kittani's 
first major task will be to arrange 
deployment of U.N. forces to 
protect humanitarian shipments 
and workers. 

Five hundred U.N. troops from 
Pakistan have been in Mogadishu 
since Sept. 28. But they have not 
been deployed because of objec- 
tions by one of Somalia's chief 
warlords. General Mohammad 
Farrah Aideed. 

Many relief agency officials 


protested Mr. Sahnoun 's resigna- 
tion, fearing his departure would 
set back the growing internation- 
al effort to alleviate the suffering 
in Somalia. 

Drought and warfare have kil- 
led as many as 300,000 Somalis 
and threaten another two million 
with starvation. 

The international community 
since July has tried to save the 
starving through airlifts, feeding 
centres, medical intervention and 
negotiation with warring clans. 

Many U.N. diplomats had 
hoped Mr. Sahnoun would stay, 
noting that it would take any 
successor time to establish the 
same links with various warring 
factions in the starving country. 

Hostilities have increased be- 
tween dan-based militia in l! 
last month, with one town hard- 
hit by famine, Bardere, changing 
hands in fighting. The conflict 
crippled relief efforts, in Bardere, 
and the daily famine-related 
death rate has soared to more 
than 200. U.N. offirials say. 

Continuing insecurity else- 
where in the fractured country 
regularly disrupts relief efforts. 


Relief food is a target for bandits 
and looters. Some aid officials 
estimate as much as half the more 
than 180.000 tonnes of food and 
supplies delivered to Somalia in 
the last year has been stolen. 

As the political situation 
worsens, foreign relief workers 
grow more worried about their 
‘own safety. 

Officials of some international 
charities in the last week said 
friendly Somalis had warned 
them their agencies could become 
targets in a country where violent 
events occur daily. 

Weapons are commonplace in 
Somalia, which splintered into 
clan-based fiefdoms and anarchy 
after the January 1991 over- 
thrown of dictator Mohammad 
Siad Bane. 

Dozens of Somalis working 
with international aid organisa- 
tions have been killed and 
wounded in the last year, while 
two expatriate relief staffers have 
been killed. 

Somali tracer finds own family. 
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U.N. expert: Iraq has more secrets 


MANAMA (Agencies) — A 
U.N. nuclear inspector said 
Saturday that Iraq should come 
clean about its weapons program- 
mes instead of complaining about 
sanctions. 

Nuclear chemist Demetrius 
Perricos,' about to being an 11- 
day inspection of Iraqi facilities, 
said Baghdad continued to con- 
ceal what it brought from whom 
for its weapons programmes. 

“I find it amazing why a state is 
saying how much they are suffer- 
ing — the children and the 
population — from the sanctions 
and at the same rime they are 
considering it's immoral to reveal 
the procurement network," he 
told reporters in Bahrain. 

“This I find inconsistent. I 
could never understand it.” 

Mr. Perricos will head a 38- or 
39-strong team, the 46rh inspec- 
tion group to go in under U.N. 
directives to find and oversee the 
destruction of Baghdad’s major 


weapons programmes because of 
the 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

It is the eighth visit that the 
Greek scientist will head and the 
15th team to concentrate on the 
nuclear programme. 

U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 687 requires wide-ranging 
economic sanctions, including a 
ban on purchases of most Iraqi oil 
and a freeze of Iraqi assets, to 
remain until the council is satis- 
fied with Iraqi compliance on 
weapons destruction. 

Iraq has refused to disclose a 
list of foreign suppliers who 
helped build its nuclear weapons 
programme. It says such informa- 
tion is confidential. 

After the war, the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council demanded the dis- 
mantling of Iraq's nuclear prog- 
ramme, and its stocks and capa- 
bility to produce chemical and 
biological and long-range mis- 
siles. 

Ambassador Rolf Ekeus, the 


chairman of the U.N. special 
commission, said in New York 
this week he could not recom- 
mend lifting the rrade sanctions 
imposed on Iraq until Baghdad 
has provided foil data on the 
foreign suppliers that helped de- 
velop these programmes. 

China Saturday denied a report 
that it has sold spare parts for 
tanks and long-range rriillery to 
Iraq in violation of the interna- 
tional ban. 

“This report is a pure fabrica- 
tion made with ulterior motives,'' 
a Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
said. 

The response is China's stan- 
dard answer to queries regarding 
its arms trading. 

The Associated Press reported 
Saturday that Western intelli- 
gence officials believe at least two 
shipments of spares for T-72 
tanks and long-range artillery, as 

(Continued on page 5) 




U.N. appeals for $17.6m for Afghans 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
The United Nations has appealed 
for an emergency $17.6 million to 
enable Afghanistan to survive its 
first winter since the Mujahedeen 
took power from the former com- 
munist government, a senior 
U.N. official said Saturday. 

“It is the conviction of the 
humanitarian agencies of the 
U.N. active in Afghanistan that 
the winter will bring unpre- 
cedented hardship to thousands 
of families, and exact a high toll 
in human lives, unless urgent 
relift measures are undertaken 
now," the U.N. said in its appeal. 

Sob'rios Mousouris, head of the 
office of the secretary general in 
Afghanistan, said the U.N. had 
asked for $17.6 million for food 
and transport, shelter, fuel and 
medicine. 

Half a million people fled 
Kabul after factional fighting last 
August that has paralysed much 
of the government, and need 
food and shelter, Mr. Mousouris 
said. 

The battles between govern- 
ment forces and fighters of the 
renegade Hezb-e-Islami group 
destroyed or damaged more than 
40.000 houses, severely disrupted 


electric and water supplies and 
blew up important fuel storage 
tanks. 

Mr. Mousouris said he hoped 
donor nations would not hold 
back contributions because of 
fears about the lack of stability 
■and security in Kabul. 

“We are not sending money for 
reconstruction,'' he said in an 
interview. “But people may be 
starving.” 

Government estimates show 
3.86 million Afghans, one million 
of them in Kabul, will need 
emergency food aid in the winter 
when snow blankets the country 
and most roads are blocked. 

In previous years. Afghanistan 
survived the long - winter from 
November to April through large 
injections of food and other aid- 
from the former Soviet Union, 
which supplied at least 230,000 . 
tonnes of wheat and 100.000 ton- 
nes of sugar a year. 

However, a combination of 
large numbers of displaced peo- 
ple from the Kabul fighting, 1.2 
million refugees returning from 
Pakistan and Iran with the fell of 
the communists last April and the 
lack of a functioning government 
have produced a qualitative dif- 


ference this year, Mr. Mousouris 

said. 

The latest appeal was in addi- 
tion to a call by U.N. Secretary 
Genera] Boutros Ghali in June 
for $179.7 million in aid. That 
appeal has raised just $59 million. 

U.N. staff withdrawn from 
Kabul during the fighting in Au- 
gust have begun a series of visits 
to assess the situation. 

Mr. Mousouris said he had 
been in touch with leaders of 
maverick commanders along the 
route from Pakistan to Kabul to 
try to end the hijacking and theft 
of relief convoys, and hoped to 
shift from using commercial 
trucks to U.N. vehicles to deliver 
aid. 

One Mujahedeen commander 
has hijacked several convoys near 
the town of Sarobi, 50 kilometres 
east of Kabul, forcing delicate 
negotiations for their release. 

The shipment of 25,000 tonnes 
of oil donated by Saudi Arabia 
failed to reach the beleaguered 
Afghan capital after 55 oil tank- 
ers were held up by a provincial 
government on the road between 
Pakistan and Kabul. 

Mr. Mousouris said he did not 
envisage a need to send armed 


forces to protect the convoys. 


Iran MMik Afghan leaders 


In a blistering attack on Afgha- 
nistan's warring factions, Iranian 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani has 
accused the new Islamic lead- 
ership of playing into the hands of 
an “arrogant West,” that sought 
to keep Muslim nations weak and • 
divided. 

“The things happening in 
Afghanistan we should not allow 
them to happen. ..this belongs to 
the barbaric period, to the dark" 
ages. These things are stupid." 
Mr. Rafsanjani told a joint sitting 
of Pakistan's national assembly 
and senate. 

He warned that Afghanistan 
risked becoming another Soma- 
lia. where warring factions have 
destroyed the country and forced 
its starving population to beg for 
help. 

“They should take a lesson 
from Somalia. They won their 
war and now the different fac- 
tions are fighting with each other 
and the western countries have to 
give them food and security,” he 
said. 


Scholar expresses optimism over Mideast peace talks 


WASHINGTON (USIA* — The 
enduring commitment of all par- 
ties to the Middle East peace 
talks provides ample reason for 
optimism among those who sup- 
port the process, believes Emile A. 
Nakhleh, professor of political 
science and director of the Insti- 
tute of International Studies at 
Mount St. Mary's College in 
Maryland. 

“I am still optimistic because of 
the commitment — which I see as 
a real commitment — of all par- 
ties involved in the process,” Dr. 
Nakhleh said during a Nov. 5 
USIA-sponsored teleconference 
with participants in Algiers. 

Dr. Nakhleh was addressing 
concerns regarding the Nov. 3 
election of Democrat Bill Clinton 
to succeed Republican George 
Bush as the next president of the 
United States. 

The Bush administration's 
perseverance has been hailed as a 
decisive factor in convincing 
Israel and its Arab neighbours to 
agree to face-to-face bilateral 
talks. Some supporters of the 
process worry that a change in 


administrations will lead to a 
breakdown in those negotiations, 
as well as in the multilateral talks 
on issues such as water resources 
and arms control. 

But Dr. Nakhleh, an expert in 
Palestinian affairs, noted that a 
Nov. 4 public opinion poll in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip found support for the peace 
process among 61 per cent of 
Palestinians there. The govern- 
ments of all four countries in- 
volved in the bilateral talks — 
Syria, Jordan. Israel and Leba- 
non — have said they are deter- 
mined to persevere. In addition, 
he pointed out, Mr. Clinton has 
regularly praised the Bush admi- 
nistration’s role as catalyst and 
facilitator of the process. 

Asked if Mr. Clinton can be 
expected to maintain U.S. press- 
ure on Israel to negotiate with the 
Palestinians, Dr. Nakhleh indi- 
cated that for the time being, the 
president-elect’s expressions of 
strong overall support for the 
process will probably suffice. 

He noted that the Israeli- 
Palestinian talks are currently fo- 


Acquittal in gang rape case 
stirs public outcry in Israel 


TEL AVIV (AP) — “Her life 
was destroyed. They went free. 
Remember them,” read the 
newspaper ad. 

Above the half-page ad were 
pictures of “them” — six dean- 
cut young Israelis who had just 
been acquitted of gang-raping a 
14-year-old girl. The events 
occurred over four days in 1988 
on a kibbutz in northern Israel. 

The ad pnblished Thursday re- 
flected the massive public outcry 
over the judge's ruling Monday 
that the prosecution had failed to 
prove condusively that the girl 
did not consent to sex. 

The furor is domrnatmg radio 
call-in shows and parlour conversa- 
tion, and shows a growing sensi- 
tivity to the hardships of women 
in a traditionally male-dominated 
society. 

The Organisation of Rape Cri- 
sis Centres, which published the 
newspaper ad, says it has re- 
ceived dozens of sympathetic 
calls. But the centres also say 
they are receiving fewer calls 
from rape victims, who may see 
the verdict as evidence they 
should not try to pursue their own 
cases in court. 

Newspaper editorials have 
urged the state attorney to appeal 
the verdict, members of pania- 
ment say they nil] submit tougher 
legislation to protect rape victim*-- 
and the judge is besieged by 
angry phone calls, some of them 
threatening. 

"It's the most powerful outrage 
over any court judgement I re- 


member,** says veteran legal 
commentator Moshe Negbi. “I 
think there is a feeling that the 
legal system didn’t reflect the 
people’s moral sense of justice.” 

Defendant Dan Landau says: 
“Even though I was acquitted, 
die media is dealing with us as if 
we are guilty. It’s a lynch mob." 

Mr. Landau told Israel radio he 
was a bystknder daring the four 
days in August 1988 that the 
defendants, then 16 and 17 years 
old, spent with the gni in and 
around kibbutz Shomrat, a com- 
munal farm in northern Israel. 

The girl lived there at the time, 
as did two of the defendants, and 
has since left. 

Other defendants have ack- 
nowledged having intercourse 
with her, but daim she was a 
willing partner. The girt told the 
court the boys threatened to 
humiliate her in public if she 
spurned them. 

Haifa district court judge 
Micba Linde nstrauss said be had 
no choice but to acquit because 
the prosecution had failed to 
prove beyond a reasonable doubt 
that the girl bad sex against her 
will. 


However, in his 100-page rul- 
ing he said the boys treated die 
mrl “in a bestial and nauseating 
•Tinner” and escaped punish- 
ment “by the skin of their teeth.” 
Judge Undenstrauss’ critics say 
be should at least have convicted 
the youths of sexually abusing an 
under-age' girl. 
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cured on reaching an interim 
agreement for self-government in 
the occupied lands. Later in the 
process — when it comes time to 
discuss a final status for the terri- 
tories — it will be necessary to 
include United Nations resoli 1 - 
tions 242 and 338, which pre- 
scribe the exchange of “land for 
peace” as a solution to the Israel i- 
Palestinian conflict, he said. 

Turning to other issues. Dr. 
Nakhleh predicted that there will 
be a “reassessment" of jU.S. fore- 
ign aid programmes, based on 
three considerations: the end of 
the cold war. Mr. Ginton's stated 
emphasis on promoting democra- 
cy abroad; and U.S. budget con- 
straints. 

“The fact is,** Dr. Nakhleh 
said, “there is not as much money 
to go around today as there was 
in the past.” 

At the same time, he suggested 
that the Maghreb states will con- 
tinue to receive U.S. aid "as long 
as there is an agreement between 
the United States and those coun- 
tries on some major principles." 
He added: “I do not really expect 


a major shift on foreign policy, 
whether it's on economics or 
security." 

Within the United States, he 
said, there has been considerable 
interest in Algeria, especially in 
the past six months. “American 
interest in Algeria is parr and 
parcel of its interest in North 
Africa. And that’s also part and 
parcel of the desire to have all 
regional conflicts resolved 
through negotiations, and peace- 
fully, without resort to armed 
conflict,” he said. 

Dr. Nakhleh suggested that 
one of the more interesting 
aspects of the Clinton election 
lies in its domestic implications. 
“For the first time in 12 years, we 
see both the executive branch — 
headed by the White House — 
and the legislative branch — 
namely Congress — under one 
party: The Democratic Party.” he 
said. 

Moreover. Mr. Ginton's cam- 
paign concentrated on issues such 
as employment, job creation, 
health care, education and work- 
er retraining. 


Archaeology puzzle: The best 
little whorehouse in Scythopolis? 


BEIT SHEAN (AP) — 
Archaeologists digging up Beit 
Shean have unearthed inscrip- 
tions that suggest the ancient city 
may have had a brothel 1,500 
years ago. 

“I pour passion like lightning in 
the eyes,” says one of the Greek- 
language mosaics. “The young 
women play the song of the dance 
opposite our doorway,” it con- 
tinues. 


“He who arouses passion 
brings on the joys of love,” says 
another inscription. 

But the archaeologists are far 
from sure that it was a brothel. 

They say that the Roman and 
Byzantine empires kept their red- 
light districts well away from the 
public eye. The Beit Shean in- 
scriptions were found in an arc of 
rooms abutting a plaza on the 
main street. 

“There’s a problem. We know 
that Roman brothels always were 
run behind closed doors. But 
here, anyone strolling through 
this plaza could almost see what 
was going on inside these 
rooms,” said Israeli archaeologist 
Nagar Afran, guiding a visitor 
around the site. 


cavated. 

But the inscriptions, made of 
tiny red or black tiles, are a 
puzzle. 

The rooms might simply have 
been shops or storerooms, 
cautioned Rachel Bar-Nathan, an 
archaeologist working at the site. 

“If it was a brothel, one would 
have expected the rooms to be 
more intimate, more closed,” she 
said in an interview. 

One chamber features a mosaic 
portrait of the Goddess Tyche 
and the inscription, "the room of 
the most beautiful woman.” 


Another says: ‘To the friends 
of Magus who decorated the room 
and amused themselves the night 
long with the young women.” 
An inscription with a missing 
section says: “Muses and graces 
with beautiful girls and Dionysus 
here together but you... and 
leave.” 


Dionysus was the god of fertil- 
ity and wine. 

The Israeli antiquities author- 
ity, which sponsors the dig, is 
careful not to take sides. 


Beit Shean, which dates back 
5.000 years, is in the southern 
Galilee, near the Jordan River. 
Under the Romans and Byzan- 
tines it was a provincial capital 
city called Scythopolis. An 
amphitheater, bathhouses, mag- 
nificent stone pillars and a broad 
paved main street have been ex- 


On the one hand, it said in a 
statement, it was unlikely that the 
governor of such an important 
city would allow a bordello to 
operate in his city. 

“On the other hand, the struc- 
ture may indeed have served as a 
house of ill-repute.” it said, 
adding that Byzantine culture 
may have regarded it as “meeting 
a basic public need." 
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A Somali success: Tracer of 
lost people finds own family 
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By G.G. Labette 

The Associated Press 


ME RCA, Somalia — As a 
tracer of lost people in chaotic 
Somalia, no success was swee- 
ter for Jama AJi than locating 
his wife and two children after 
they had been missing nearly 
two years. 

Mr. Ali, 36, works for the 
Red Crescent Society. The 
society, with help from its sis- 
ter Red Cross in the West, has 
turned amateur detective to 
reunite families torn apart in 
the collapse of Somali society. 

Here you cannot phone 
police to report someone mis- 
sing. There are no working 
phones. No police. No mail. 
No schools. No banks. No reg- 
ular air or bus service. 

And so Mr. Ali’s missing 
person's bureau is also part 
postal service and consulate in 
this town on the Indian Ocean 
coast. 

Mr. Ali, a shy man, first 
explained his work and then 
added, “I found my wife, 
also.” 

He had filled out the regular 
form distributed by Red Cres- 
cent and Red Cross offices 
here and abroad to help, find 
missing people. The forms pass 
back and forth between Sptna- 
lia and other countries through 
International Red Goss bead- 
quarters in Geneva. 

Mr. Ali’s form connected 
with one from his wife. 

When the couple became 
separated during clan warfare 
m the capital city of Mogadishu 
in January 1991, his wife took 
their son and daughter to 
Ethiopia and then Djibouti. 
Her brother sent money so that 


she could join him in the 

Netherlands. 

Mr. Ali, who fled to Merpa, 
130 kilometres south of the 
capital, hopes to be reunited 
with them soon. 

“I have sent a photo to show 
1 am alive,” be said, proudly' 
displaying pictures of the fami- 
ly in Amsterdam. 

' Mr. Ali’s office of tbe Red 
Crescent-Red Cross tracing 
bureau is one of 15 around the 
country. The largest is in 
Mogadishu. The manager 
there, Mohammad Sheikh 
Abdi. 39, said his staff has 
located more than 900 of 1,400 
sought people over the past 
two years. 

Mr. Abdi explained the trac- 
ing form’s key question — last 
known address — was tbe 
starting point in the search. 

“When it is safe, we go there 
and ask. Usually we find some 
information,” be said. 

He pulled out one form to 
show how tough the job can 
get. A Somali widow in Italy 
with her seven children sought 
relatives who lived “near the 
cathedral. ” 

Tbe cathedral, built by 
Somalia's Italian colonisers, is 
in central Mogadishu, devas- 
tated by dan battles. Almost 
no-one lives there now. Streets 
are the domain of trigger- 
happy militiamen. Gunfire 
often erupts in tbe area. 

Mr. Abdi said his office 
keeps all files open unless 
investigators find the person 
has left Somalia for parts un- 
known or, worse, “we most 
write and say tbe person has 
died.” 

The Red Crescent long had a 
tracing service in Somalia, a 


poor country with a troubled 
political history whose noma- 
- die people often sought work 
abroad. The job mushroomed 
with file uprising that chased 
■out dictator Mohammad Si ad 
Bane in January 1991 

“Before this last conflict, I 
was the only tracing officer in 
Mogadishu. Now there are 
16,” said Mr. Abdi. 

Outside Mr. AH’s office in 
Merca, a few sheets list letters 
arriving from town in Somalia 
and nearby countries. In the 
Mogadishu office, a crowd 
wanders along a lengthy hall 
scanning dozens of sheets 
showing mail from East Africa, 
tiie Arab Worid, the United 
States, Canada, Europe. 

The Mogadishu office sends 
up to 600 letters a week and 
receives 300 or 400, Mr. Abdi 
said. Like tbe missing person 
reports, letters come via tbe 
Red Cross in Geneva. 

Mr. Abdi said most people 
poring over lists were awaiting 
replies. There are “very few 
right addresses,” be said, be- 
cause so many Somalis are 
displaced. 

The tracing bureaus also 
help people obtain visas and 
tickets to travel abroad, then 
get them to neighbouring 
Kenya, where they can get 
flights onward. 

The Red Crescent wanted to 
help displaced people return to 
homes in Somalia, but found 
the job impossible amid battle 
lines, bad roads and clan 
jealousies, Mr. Abdi said. 

“Hundreds of thousands of 
people want to go from one 
place to another,” be said. 
“We'd be running an airline 
ourselves.” 


On Friday, the itiS*.. 

Party newspaper -Aft- - 
warned In an article agt. .. 

much optimism over 
“We realise that A 
politicians wifl otk.-h# < ' 
ride... whether ^Qmfoh'c 
that does not change 
the obvious policy pog . 

America," said Al Thar 
But AI JurnfaHtriyahi 
Clinton’s electoral victory 
aside tbe element of jq 
President Saddam Hnsa 
“The personal mar- 
hatred, the desire for 
...which, characterised; . 
dealings with Iraq wai n 
be there,” Al Jumhoaiij. 

Similar views were ei 
by a senior ZratpdmT _- 
Europe who voiced 
relaxation of tbe U.N.-t.-m* lift 
against Iraq once Mr. J 
out of office. 


“A crucial factor wffir 
Bush's hatred for Sad# 1 " 
sein,” Zaid Aidar, Itikj’ 
to tbe European Cow 
told French radio. 

Mr. Bush has sa&.tit 
gent U.N. trade saac& 
posed after Iraq's 199$; 
of Knwait, will not tfci 
while President Saddam r 
in power. Hr ” 

Al Jumbouriyah saidl 
ton was more interested 
mg America's economd 
trying to mask its proi 
hind military might. v> -~ 

“Qinton publicly deift 
his country has no ■ 

off its military 
in need of assuming tbe 
the economic giant.”.'? - 
Al Jumhouriyafa saidj- 
of the use of force aga 
had receded with Mr. ft 
feat and will “vanish* - 
course of time. 

Iraq's leaders could : 
their glee at Mr. Bush’s 
defeat. President Sadi; 
toured four Iraqi provint 
and twice fired his gun im . 
as a sign of jubilation. 1 


Cypriot leaders agree only on lack of progress in tal 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Talks on ending the division of 
Cyprus Friday limped towards 
failure early next week, with 
President George Vassiliou and 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf De- 
nktash agreeing only on tbe abs- 
ence of progress. 

“I am sorry to say that we 
made no progress because Mr. 
Denkatsh has not accepted the 
set of ideas, and the map which is 
an integral part of it.” Mr. Vassi- 
liou told reporters, referring to 
proposals which Secretary- 
General Boutors Ghali presented 
to both sides in July as a basis for 
negotiations. 

“Unless you accept them, you 
cannot really make progress in 
discussing the various aspects.” 
he added. 

Mr. Denktash. who emerged a 
few minutes earlier, said: “I don’t 
think the present state of affairs 
leads us now to a solution." 

He expected the current round 
of meetings to end Monday. 


when the secretary-general would 
produce a paper summarising the 
positions of the two sides and of 
the United Nations. 

“I think we should see the 
three positions and probably then 
have a real, further go at it, at a 
later time," Mr. Denktash said. 

“I don't think, as we are pre- 
sently situated — the two sides — 
the U.N. position can bring us 
together and say you can make an 
arrangement now." 

. Mr. Vassiliou, blaming the 
Turkish-Cypriot leader for lack of 
progress, said: “We tried to argue 
that it is to the benefit of every- 
body to reach an agreement that 
creates a federal Cyprus which 
would be one state — federal, but 
one state — in which all Cypriots 
would be equal and benefit from 
the advantages of economic de- 
velopment and the feeling of 
security... but of course there are 
the opinions of Mr. Denktash.” 

Mr. Vassiliou and Mr. De- 
nktash have been discussing how 


to reunite Cyprus in a bi-zonal, 
bi-communal federation. It has 
been virtually partitioned since 
Turkish troops occupied the 
north of the island in 1974 after a 
short-lived coup in Nicosia en- 
gineered by the military junta 
then ruling Greece. 

The Turkish Cypriots proc- 
laimed their own state in 1983, 
with Mr. Denktash as president, 
but it is recognised only by 
Ankara. 

While the Greek Cypriots want 
a federal state with extensive 
powers for the central govern- 
ment, the Turkish Cypriots seek 
maximum autonomy for each of 
the two ethnic provinces. 

The latest round of talks, which 
began on Oct. 28 after a two-day 
delay, is a continuation of ses- 
sions held from June 18-23 and 
from July 15 to Aug. 14. 

Most of that time was devoted 
to separate meetings by each of 
the Cypriot leaders with Dr. Gha- 
li, with only three days of face-to- 


face negotiations. 

The current round was 
started on Oct. 26 but 
layed after Mr. ftenkta 
plained that, while be t 
on tbe secretary-ge 
appointments list as lead 
TurJdsh-Cypriot co/nmu; 
Vassiliou was described .. 
dent of Cyprus — a sc 1 
Denktash refuses to ret 


When the talks got ui 
two days later, both were 
leaders of their respect 
inanities. 


The negotiations first 
on arrangements for c 
persons — the appro 

160.000 Greek Cypii 

45.000 Turkish Cypri 
placed by the 1974 figft 

They later went on to 
tional matters how much ; 
should be surrendered by 
kisfa Cypriots under a fin. 
ment and other issues co* 
the U.N. proposals. 
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Gliot« 1 ,vernmen t agency 

w j|j Oorts JD 23.86m 
, grease in investment 

nostil 


(ftl »y endorsed the general 
Saturday there *!'' final - 


tN 


(Petra) — The Cabinet 


n : “icre ^ nnu accounts and the 

•^stdent-elect report of the Jordan In- 
«*»y on the hoaSrpt Corporation for the 
Bush. -91 in line with a recom- 
preside™ . ^ °f the Financial and 
■part m any fricajric Committee. 

.said the gbveirift? cor P orat * on invested 12.5 I#a WI I IVU UU( UJ UIG IVH1IO- 

^ JumhoLriyah! 11 bank accounts, and tty of Agriculture and the Jordan 
justification for ijj* cent ™ share hold- Cooperative Organisation in 
-of the personal ^hpanies. The corporation 
for Iraq.- ^ an increase of JD 23.86 
A! J umhouriy^ * n * te investments 


on Sept. 30, 2007 at an interest 
rate of 0 .5 per cent. The finance 
minister was authorised to sign 
the rescheduling agreement on 
behalf of Jordan. 

The Cabinet also endorsed a 
draft agreement for the third 
extension of a forest and ranee 
project, carried out by the Minis- 


editorial was~h* 1990 figures. 

** i session chaired by Prime 
w*qs oealmgs \m r r Sharif Ze id Ben Shaker, 

administration. W™* also approved the 

On Friday u on of a Jordanian delega- 
Party newscaS^ h* b V Oeputy 

warned in J*? tor of the Central Bank of 


cooperation with the World Food 
Programme (WFP). Under the 
agreement, the WFP will provide 
$4.7 million worth of foodstuffs. 

The project seeks to protect 
wild plants and trees in semi- 
desert areas, the Zarqa River 
Basin and the King Tala) Dam 
area. It also aims at preventing 
soil erosion, increasing animal 


warned in an oijjw «-encrai tsamc or wea lth, providing job opportuni- 

population and 

kieduling Jordan's debts 
*tb’s member countries. 


r “We realise £ T r x ^P*?*™ 1 * building small dams in valleys, 
politicians will *'«)ul.ng Iordan s debts to ■ The Cabinet accepted an in- 
side... whether CWi S i me ^ n ° Cr 5f >a n? 1 ^' , vjtation to take part in a confer- 
that does not ence OQ environment, which 

Ae obvious poSf^l wii! be he!d in Uruguay at the end 

America." said AiftPT 10 DeC ‘ 4 -I? of November. The Jordanian de- 

But Al iZ legation to the conference wfll be 
Clinton's °" * ^ of Municipal 

asK,c the element ® 

President Sadd^jCabinet also endorsed a 
“The ? ers 0n >teral agreement, under 
hatred, the Jordan’s debts to Sweden 
ii.which. charartr resche< * uled - Under this 
dealings wi»h r~- nent an amount of 


and Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment Secretary Genera! 
Asetn Ghosheh. 

The Cabinet also approved a 
request for the Natural Resources 
Authority to send a delegation to 
France to undertake a feasibility 
study of samples of Jordanian 
marble, granite and calcified . 
stone. 


aeaimgs v,i*h t™. iiem an amount oi 
:be there." wfll be settled through 

• Similar views? instalments, the first of 
bv a sen<or rrJrttH be paid on March 31, 

S4T* '^hilcicta will be settled 

relaxation of the L ; 

against Iraq on a y - 

out of office. HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

f .“A crucial factor 


receives Bishop Nasser 

r^iri^L IAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday received 

Bi^h V ‘P Naim Nassar, head of the Lutheran Evangelical Church 
'.777'.; „ n - . “ accompanying delegation, who congratulated the King on 
u? S d ifi*' ret ' lrn home. King Hussein thanked Bishop Nassar and 

. v* legation on their heartfelt feelings, and requested them to 
Of Kuwaii. not™ his best wishes to the members of their community, 
wfefle Prc5ioe.iL SaA 

** Miurr- €n to inaugurate centre for children Nov. 16 

ton/was me:? iiiteresfAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor wfll inaugurate on 
mg AniCbi ■ «wxq6 Af Amal Centre for Children with Special Needs, which 
trying to rat \is ^established in Salt by the General Union of Voluntary 
hind miliiLj"; sixties. The JD 60,000 centre can accommodate 50 pupils aged 
■‘dinton -'tblidi 2 years. The centre included five classrooms, activities halls, 
his country Jim w* ,l WS» Sfenj^^reas ^,adinimstratiqn offices. The centre 
off its roilitarCrair w^h l^ve sO far been established in 

in need of to qater for children with special ..needs, J 

k GUVS President Abdullah Khatib. Students at the 1 

10 Al Jurr.h^cri^ , W| ^ receivesperia] education, aimed at developing their 

of the use “of 

faft W>" to close for King’s birthday 

course of time IAN (Petra) — All ministries, government departments and 
Iraq’s leaders S institutions wiH be dosed Saturday Nov. 14 in observance 
their glee at Mr. 3* Majesty King Hussein’s birthday, according to a communi- 
" presided ssued by the Prime Ministry Saturday. 

Sd nri? fcSS* awJ vegetable monthly export figures released 

as a sign oi ju ^AN (Petra) — Jordan's exports of vegetables and fruit last 

with a total value of JD 3 


,_-_i jb amounted to 27,000 tonnes, 
iffTcSS 111 Im, calculated at the highest \ 
23* -al Market. Vegetable exports a< 
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wbolesale price at Amman 
Vegetable exports accounted for 94.4 per cent of 
face negotiation «al exports, while fruit accounted for only 5.6 per cent with a 
The curren: revalue of JD 300,000 according to a monthly bulletin issued 
started on Oct- Agricultural Marketing Corporation. Corporation Director 
laved after .Mr. ftral Salem AJ Lawzi said most of the exports were to the- 
olained that, vifejd Arab Emirates, followed by Bahrain, Lebanon, Qatar, 
on the secretd Arabia, Sudan and Europe. 

course bn economics begins 

!S£^nf Vvpn* 5 . (Petra) — A week-long training programme on 

ivT r^fu-^ ^ement of cash flow and working capital started at the 
LXtnMas . -• Institute of Management Saturday. The event seeks to 
When the Mjjt participants on the definition of working capita J, and means 
two days iater. ^suring effective management of working capital, the import- 
leadcrs of ‘of the effective use of cash. The programme also aims at 
muni ties onng participants on bow to {dan cash flow in their 

„ iat jj#utions to achieve balance between the efficient use and 1 the 
The Taking part in the programme are a number of directors 

on arran - t “'.*|^ staff from mdustrial, commerriaJ and financial institutions as 
persons t {as public institutions. 

160.000 I.IK5J; 

45 .ooo J^'j^-Arab Surgical Conference to begin in Tripoli 

^Thev lai* r ft 7^4AN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in the third pan-Arab 
tional inJtw^^cal, conference, which wfll be held in Tripoli. Libya, next 
should be Sljrr wday. The Jordanian delegation to the conference will be 
kish C>T n ’‘ VlS hy D f - Wail Farayer, president of the Jordanian Surgeons 
men< and oL^ r ^;ty. the Jordanian delegation will present to the conference 
the L'.N- ?rking pqreis on surgery of digestive systems, bone surgery, 

.etic” surgery and children’s surgery. 
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THAT’S GOING ON 


Ife/towaqg listings are compiled Crom monthly bulletins and 
lady Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
, ji' and place with the concerned institutions. 

VpSk :**' 1 . . - 

^ - EXHIBITIONS 

3»»M ^ 

Exhibition of p^wtings by Rida Snricairy at the French 
Mtani Centime. 

Cortot ddbitioD entitled “Mottos from Jerntahm** by Palesti^an 

tat Tajacer Sharaf at the Phoenix Art Gaflery. 

dtfbition of paintings by Iraqi arttats Isnmfl Fattah, lisa' 
ittah and Mohmaad .Mohraddin at the Abdul Hameed 
nnat Foundation Gallery — opening ceremony at 6 p.m. 

tWbttioa of hamficrafts, traditional costsmes, maps, books 
id tistoried photos of Jordan at. the- University of Jordan. 
(hHdtioa of paintings byjordan artist Omar Shahwan at Aha 
it Gaflery. 
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Premier urges 

efficiency 
in audit control 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Saturday called on all ministries. 
government departments and in- 
stitutions to take the necessary 
steps to establish internal audit 
and control units. 

This is in line with recom- 
mendations made by an ad hoc 
committee entrusted with for- 
mulation of terms of references 
for such units. Prompted by an 
increase in public spending, this 
step is aimed at improving per- 
formance of various government 
institutions, maintaining control 
on the use of public funds, and 
enhancing audit regulations. The 
internal audit units seek to assist 
management in fulfilling' its 
targets and plans, and to facilitate 
the work of the external audit, 
which "is carried out by the Minisr 
try of Finance, the audit bureau 
and the administrative control 
and inspection bureau. 

The terms of reference will be 
to audit, and maintain financial 
and administrative control of gov- 
ernment resources, performance 
and work procedures, tools of 
production, laws and regulations 
in force, regarding documenta- 
tion and files. These units will 
examine, inspect and evaluate all- 
aspects of financial activities and 
transactions, as well as examining 
and ensuring that public funds are 
collected on time. They will also 
examine plans of work and levels 
pf performance and ensure that 
such plans are adhered to and 
that goals are being met. 

Another function of these units 
is to ensure that all assets and 
property have been purchased, 
used and utilised in accordance 
with government specifications. 
These units are also responsible 
for ensuring the safety and in- 
tegrity of production elements, as 
well as the records. 



Zfiyad Fariz 


Fariz to leave 
for Germany 
to discuss 
financial aid 

AMMAN (Petra) — Planning 
Minister Ziad Fariz leaves for 
Luxemburg on Nov. 9 for talks 
with officials at the European 
Investment Bank (EIB) on 
financing Jordanian projects. 

In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, Dr. Fariz 
said Friday he will discuss with 
the bank officials the EIB’s con- 
tributions towards financing the 
costs of expanding and upgrading 
die efficiency of King Abdullah 
Canal in the Jordan Valley, in- 
creasing the capacity of Kafrain 
Dam, reconstruction of the re- 
maining part (71 kilometres) of 
the Amman-Aqaba road, and re- 
construction of the Queen Alia 
Internationa] Airport road. 

Dr. Fariz estimated the cost of 
carrying out the improvement of 
King Abdullah Canal at JD 9 
minion, and the Kafrain Dam 
project at JD 7 million. Howev- 
er, the minister said the recon- 
struction of Amman-Aqaba and 
the airport road would cost some 
JD 50 million. 

On the nature of his visit to 
Germany and its objectives. Dr. 
Fariz said he wfll discuss with 
German officials the prospects 
for developing future coopera- 
tion. Dr. Fariz will hold talks with 
ministers of economics, develop- 
ment, science and technology, 
the Overseas Aid Committee at 
the European Parliament, the 
German Reconstruction Bank, 
the German Agency for Technic- 
al Cooperation, and the German 
Corporation for International 
Development, as well as the Ger- 
man Institute for Economic Stu- 
dies. 

Talks with German officials 
will focus on capital and technical 
assistance to Jordan. Dr. Fariz 
pointed out that Germany wfll 
provide DM500 million as capital 
assistance and DM25.2 million as 
technical aid. The minister added 
that DM27 million of the total* 
capital aid will be channeled to 
Khirbet Al Sauna water treat- 
ment plant, while DM11 million 
wfll be channelled to the water’ 
sector, to replace the old water 
network in North Jordan Valley 
with a new network. DM12 mil- 
lion will finance a Greater hind 
sewerage project. 


Jordan suffers from ‘altitudinal unemployment 9 


Workshop discusses problems, solutions and attitudes 


By Cosiiia Hadkli 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Jordan’s unem- 
ployment problem ts like di- 
abetes; there is no cure, but' 
constant treatment can keep it 
from getting worse.” said Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti. 
The minister was addressing par- 
ticipants in a workshop Saturday 
on the development of employ- 
ment in Jordan, coordinated by 
the National Population Commis- 
sion (NPQ and the Friedrich 
Ebert Foundation. 

The workshop was based upon 
a field study conducted by the 
two organisations in which a sam- 
ple of Jordanian private sector 
companies responded to ques- 
tions on their hiring policies from 
1986 to 1991 and their plans for 
1992/93. 

Mr. Nawaf Kalandeh from the 
NPC explained the study and 
presented a summary of its find- 
ings. “The years from 1986 to 
1991 witnessed the severest eco- 
nomic decline in Jordan, which 
reflected negatively on the job 
market. Even though an unem- 
ployment problem had existed 
before then, it was largely 
ignored,” Mr. Kalandeh said. . 

The survey found that the total' 
number of new employees in the 
studied time-frame was very 
small compared to the number of 
job-seekers in this period. This 
was especially true of jobs foT 
university-educated individuals. 



Labour Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti addresses the workshop on unemployment Saturday (Petra Photo) 


The degrees most in demand 
were accounting, literary fields 
and engineering. 

It was noted that many firms 
hired Egyptian nationals for low- 
paid blue collar jobs, or other 
foreign nationals for specialised 
high-paid jobs. 

When asked about their future 
plans, only 19J per cenr of the 
surveyed companies indicated 
that they plan to expand. These 
came mainly from the produc- 
tion, general management and 
personal services sectors. For ex- 
pansion, most companies indi- 
cated that they prefer Jordanians 
over foreign workers and a trend 
towards increasing the ratio of 
female employees was also noted. 


This presentation was followed 
by a lively discussion, headed by 
Mr. Abdul Noor Habayjreh, 
treasurer of the Amman Cham- 
ber of Commerce executive com- 
mittee and director of the Jorda- 
nian Paper and Cardboard Manu- 
facturing Plants. The discussion 
touched on all aspects of the 
present and future unemploy- 
ment situation. 

Mr. Kabariti said that Jordan 
suffers from “attitudinal unem- 
ployment,” meaning that most 
Jordanian job-seekers want white 
collar office jobs, which are ex- 
pensive to create and not needed 
in the country at this point “We 
have to look at productivity and 
efficiency.” he said. “In some big 


organisations and some govern- 
ment departments, 50 per cent of 
the employees could be laid off. 
while maintaining the same level 
of productivity.” He added that 
Jordan’s future lies in the infor- 
mal and self-employment sectors, 
since it is beyond both the private 
and public sectors at this time to 
alleviate the employment prob- 
lem. 

Several participants pointed 
out that the current uncontrolled 
population growth rate will in- 
crease the unemployment prob- 
lem in the future. “In Jordan, 
every working individual sup- 
ports an average 5 dependents, 
which is among the highest rates 
in the world," said Mr. 


Habaybeh. In addition,. Jordan 
has one of the highest population 
growth rates in the world, a dis- 
astrous combination. 

Mr. Habaybeh suggested that 
one way to lessen the govern- 
ment's job-creation burden 

would be for it to channel some of 
its service companies to the pri- 
vate sector, such as transport and 
communications. 

Participants also discussed the 
social and psychological attitudes 
in a society that values certain 
professions such as medicine and 
engineering, much more than 
other professions, such as 
teaching, which contribute equal- 
ly if not more, to society. 

It was also suggested that the 
Jordanian educational system 
should be revised to cater better 
to the job market. It was noted 
that Jordan has seven nursing 
institutes, while Syria (with a 
population much larger than Jor- 
dan. only has one. Jordan has 47 
community colleges, one of the 
highest per capita rates in the 
world, yet the job market simply 
cannot absorb the graduates of 
these institutions. 

Following the discussion, the 
participants agreed on a number 
of recommendations, addressing 
all the items of the discussron. A 
final copy of these recommenda- 
tions will be prepared by the 
General Secretariat of the NFC 
and presented to the concerned 
government agencies for imple- 
mentation. 


CBJ eases restrictions on 
foreign currency 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Saturday 
eased restrictions on foreign cur- 
rency control, according to a CBJ 
official. 

The official said the bank has 
allowed Jordanians residents to 
transfer or travel with the equiva- 
lent of JD 20,000 to cover costs of 
travel, study medical treatment, 
pilgrimmage, and family aid. 

Prior to the CBJ’s decision 
Jordanian residents were res- 
tricted to the equivalent of 
JD 10,000. Regarding non- 
residents, they Jordanians or 
others, the CBJ removed all res- 
trictions on their accounts. 

It allowed them to open 
accounts and bring in any 
amounts they wished to deposit 
or transfer. Without first refer- 
ring to the CBJ. The bank’s 
decision authorised banks and 
financial institutions to make the 
transfers and issue foreign cur- 
rency permits covering amounts 
needed to cover invisible ex- 
penses without requesting their 
clients to produce any documents 
to justify the transfer of money. 

The only stipulation is to de- 
scribe the reason for the transfer. 

The bank said it would consid- 
er positively requests for transfers 
in excess of oie equivalent of 
JD 20,000 provided that such re- 
quests are supported by support- 
ing documents. In another step 
aimed at facilitating the opening 
of non-resident accounts, the 
CBJ said that it is no longer a 
condition to obtain a certificate 
from an embassy or a consulate to 
open a non-resident account. 

Such accounts can now be 


opened if the the applicant pro- 
duces a proof of residence 
abroad. The new regulations will 
be in force as of Sunday Nov. 8. 

In a separate development, the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
announced Saturday that it has 
approved applications to license 
16 more foreign exchange deal- 
ers. The CBJ has previously 
approved the licensing of 34 fore- 
ign exchange dealers in moves 
aimed at legalising a trade shut 
down in 1989 during the currency 
crisis. 

A CBJ official said this was 
initial approval and the .dealers 
are unable ro operate until they 
are given the final approval.' 

The source said the CBJ has 
already given the final approval 
to two Jordanian companies to 
practice foreign exchange opera- 
tions in Jordan. The two com- 
panies, he said, will commence 
work this week in accordance 
with the currency exchange law 
no. 26 for 1992. 

The source urged those who 
received initial approval pre- 
viously to complete procedures 
required from them so as to 
receive the final approval. 

About 300 dealers, many of 
them driven underground since 
the 1989 ban, have applied to the 
CBJ to reenter the market. The 
government, accusing them of 
speculating against the weakened 
currency, shut down all 70 of the 
Kingdom's foreign exchange 
dealers during a foreign exchange 
crisis. 

The exchange houses have 
three months after their initial 
approval to meet terms for a 
formal licence. 


Abu Odeh outlines Jordan’s 
environmental strategy to U.N 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan's 
United Nations ambassador 
Adnan Abu Odeh said that de- 
spite the numerous social and 
economic problems feeing Jor- 
dan, the Kingdom was working 
hard on implementing program- 
mes aimed at protecting the en- 
vironment. 

In an address delivered last 
week before the United Nations 
47th session, Mr. Abu Odeh said 
that with desert constituting most 
of Jordan which suffers from 
scarcity of water and a rise in 
population, a national strategy 
for protecting the environment 
was anritiUhced on the eve of the • 
£arth Summit. 

“We worked on allocating 
some resources with the aim of 
educating the inhabitants of the 
countryside on the problems of 
population growth, and in addi- 
tion we have given due attention 
to educating farmers on the best 
means to achieve a productivity 
that is based on an environmen- 
tally-safe technology,” he said. 

“We have also succeeded in 
attracting non-governmental 
organisations- to contribute to 
preparing policies and spreading 
public awareness, since we be- 
lieve in public participation, in- 
cluding the participation of intel- 
lectuals, scholars and business 
owners.” he added. 

Mr. Abu Odeh reiterated Jor- 
dan’s commitment to the Earth 
Summit's resolutions and the in- 
ternational conventions, includ- 
ing the U.N. climatic change con- 
ventions and the bio-diversity 
accord. 

“Concerning my country’s' 
viewpoint on ‘the sustainable de- 
velopment committee* and revita- 
lising the economic and social 
council, it is a reflection of the 





Adnan Aba Odeh 


point of view of the group of 77, 
to which we belong," he said. 

Mr. Abu Odeh who was talking 
about the U.N. article 79, a re- 
port by the U.N. conference on 
environment and development, 
said the issue was extremely im- 
portant for future generations. 
He said success in achieving the 
objectives of the conference was 
a decisive srep towards reaching a 
sustainable world. 

He said the world in the last 
two decades has witnessed sever- 
al conferences on the environ- 
ment, noting that the Rio De 
Janeiro's Earth Summit <3-14 
June 1992) was unique since it 
had enhanced understanding of 
issues related to environment and 
development. 

The summit, he added, also 
initiated an era that might be 
called “the environmental di- 
plomacy era,” and revived hopes 
of the ability of the U.N. to 
mobilise all capabilities for a 
multilateral cooperation in eco- 
nomic, social and environmental 
fields in the post -cold war era. 


But at a time when we find - 
ourselves moving towards a com- 
mon goal, we find the way full of 
obstacles and differences in - 
views,” he added. 

He said the fast deterioration ' 
in the environment is evidence of ; 
our need to intensify efforts to 
'find solutions that would serve 
coming generations. 

The Earth Summit in Rio De' 
Janeiro had witnessed several 
commitments and pledges and 
many problems will arise when'* 
starting to implement these com-- : 
mitments and pledges, he said. ‘ 
Mr. Abu Odeh said the world is 
in dire need for environmental 
diplomacy to boost multilateral 
cooperation aims to reach that 
end, he said, the problems of 
population explosion, financing 
and institutionalising Rio de 
Janeiro’s resolutions should be 
tackled. 

He said more efforts were p 
needed to deal with the chronic’ 
problem of population explosion 
and fund should be found to 
finance Agenda 21, the Earth 
Summit blueprint. 

“The message which was 
addressed to developing nations 
by Rio de Janeiro’s summit was, 
’honour your commitments and 
you will find who can help you in, 
obtaining sufficient foreign fund- *' 
mg.’” the envoy said, adding that 
financial resources can be. 
attained by improving trade 
terms, increasing investments and ' 
granting technical aids. 

The financing of the activities 
emanating from the summit 
would cost $600 billion annually, 
including f$125 billion as overseas* 
aid to the developing countries, 
and the rest covered by the de- 
veloping nations themselves, he 
.said. 


University seminar discusses democracy in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — “Jordan and 
political pluralism” was the tide 
of a seminar held Saturday at the 
University of Jordan as part of 
the first Jordanian Cultural 
Week, organised by the universi- 
ty’s students council. Participants 
in the seminar included Senators 
Ahmad Obeidat and Ishaq 
Farhan and Information Minister 
Mahmoud Al Sharif. 

Sen. Obeidat dealt with politic- 
al pluralism from the perspective 
of the National Charter, saying 
that opposition in a democratic 
system should not be permanent 
since there are variable issues 
changing according to the party 
being dealt with. 

Mr. Obeidat, a former prime 
minister, said the National Char- 
ter handled political pluralism 
within the context of the state of 
law, pointing out that the state of 
law should be the medium for 
political pluralism. 

This means that pluralism be 
established in a state which bases 
its principles on the constitution, 
the law and guaranteeing its 
citizens' rights arid freedoms, he 
said. 

Senator Farhan talked about* 
political pluralism in Islam, 
saying that God created people, 
■making them different nations* 
and tribes to know each other 
better, not to fight each other. He 
said differences between peoples 
were not something to fight over, 
and that there were a reason for 
them to come closer and co-exist. 

Mr. Farhan said differences in 
judgement were natural, since 
individual judgement, from an 



Senator Ishaq Farhan (left). Senator Ahmad Obeidat (centre) and 
Minister of Information Mahmoud Sharif (left) al a debate in 
democracy bdd at the University of Jordan. 


Islamic point of view, differs from 
one person to another, but in the 
end, the final judgement should 
be based on the Holy Koran and 
the sayings of Prophet Moham- 
mad. 

Political pluralism, he said, 
means the freedom of the society, 
individuals or groups, to practice 
politics without any prejudice or 
bias towards any race or ethnic 
group, resulting finally in political 
parties’ pluralism which is consi- 
dered a basic characteristic of 
democracy. 

The Islamist senator said 
democracy means the freedom of 
expression and the rule of the 


people over the people aud that 
the state should represent all 
people and that is the reason why 
all citizens should participate in 
'the various parties. He pointed 
out that the Islamic ’Shura' sys- 
tem means that the ruler consults 
with his people when taking deci- 
sions. 

The different principles of 
democracy are indisputable facts 
in Islam, since the Holy Koran 
and the Prophet’s sayings did not 
neglect freedom, equality, justice 
and respect for differences in 
views, Mr. Farhan said. 

He stressed that political plur- 


alism should be part of any na- 
tion's principled stands, and that 
it should be based on activating 
the constitution and respecting 
the iaw, since neglecting plural- 
ism means inactivating the con- 
stitution. The senator voiced 
hope that Jordan's democratic 
experiment would become a 
model to be followed by other 
Arab countries. 

Information Minister 
Mahmoud Al Sharif talked about 
the role of the mass media in the 
making of political pluralism, 
stressing the importance of plur- 
alism. Mr. Sharif said there is no 
democracy without political plur- 
alism and no pluralism without 
the mass media. He said political 
parties were one form of political 
pluralism, and the parties need 
the mass media to speak for them 
and announce their platforms and 
goals. For this reason, the new 
publications law has allowed for 
the parties to own newspapers 
and magazines, he said. 

The minister also dwelt on the 
way the official media deals with 
the democratic experiment in Jor- 
dan, saying the official media 
were trying to reflect the various 
points of view on all issues. He 
said Jordan is heading to a par- 
liamentary election which will be 
held on a pluralistic basis, result- 
ing in parties’ governments or 
ooalition governments. "There- 
fore, we will work in accordance 
with the National Charter on 
preventing ruling party from 
dominating the official mass 
media and exploiting them to 
serve its interests. 


Settlements 
found in 
Wadi Al A jeeb 

AMMAN (Petra) — An 
archaeological survey conducted 
by the Department of Antiquities 
m cooperation with the Universi- 
ty of Sydney last month in the 
area of Wadi Al Ajeeb, which 
extends between the Al Arab 
mountain and Al Halabat area in 
northern Jordan revealed several 
old settlements dating back to the 
middle bronze and Roman ages, 
according to the Department 
Antiquities. 

Sources in the department said 
these settlements are located in 
fertile agricultural lands and used 
to trade in grains and animals 
with cities to the north and Syria. 

In the southern part of the 
survey area, the sources said, 
smaller agricultural settlements - 
dating back to the middle bronze 
age were discovered. These were 
walled settlements, used to re- 
ceive water through simple water 
canals. The sources said that 
other human settlements were 
discovered in the southern area of 
the valley near the Amman- 
Baghdad road. 

The inhabitants of these settle- 
ments depended mainly on 
breeding animals, the sources 
said. 
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radical way to preserve water 


WINTER IS here again. It is an occasion to think less 
of the chronic problem of water shortages in the 
country. When rain starts to fall people as well as 
officials tend to forget about summer and water 
rationing. Yet we all know that we have a serums 
water problem and at the rate we are consuming it 
there is no way that we can make ends meet for long if 
alternative sources are not found to alleviate the 
problem in advance. Since other sources of water are 
not really envisaged even in the context of regional 
agreements on water distribution, the country should 
consider other avenues to replenish its water needs 
during the long hot summer months. By the turn of the 
century, the Kingdom is expected to find itself in the 
midst of a very grave water crisis. There is however 
one modest and rather inexpensive way to partially 
s©3ve the problem and that is to fall back on old 
traditions of gathering rainwater and storing it in 
cisterns under each house. This used to be the case all 
along when people could not depend on municipality 
water supply. The amount of water that could be 
collected by such a method is tremendous. While this 
method cannot solve the problem entirely, its relntro* 
duction and application can do wonders to lessen the 
water crisis in Jordan. Since constructing a well or 
reservoir under each house built in the country bas a 
marginal cost, it would not be good to amend existing 
building regulations and the terms for the issuance of 
building permits by requiring the construction of such 
storage facilities to be filled by rainwater during the 
rainy season. Even the houses already constructed can 
still he asked to do the same as a matter of policy 
necessitated by the exigencies of the water situation in 
the country. Such accumulated water can cut demand 
for municipal water by more than half, and could also 
cut water costs for the people by an equal proportion, 
homeowners should start thinking in those terms just 
like they shifted to solar energy in the past with 
reasonable success. We all have to do our share to 
remedy this problem since it is not going to disappear 
but rather deepen and since other methods of produc- 
ing water are extremely expensive. The Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS) can lend a hand in this direction by 
making available to the people a standardised model 
for collecting rainwater. The RSS contributed a great 
deal to the development of commercial use of solar 
energy in the country and can now do the same by 
developing the most economic and practical way of 
collecting rainwater. Government buildings should be 
the first to introduce this measure, however. Indus- 
tries, schools, hospitals and the army should follow 
suit and set an example on how best to save the country 
much needed water. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IN AN editorial entitled “Towards a real Arab national edifice” 
AJ Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday said there is a genuine belief that we 
are responsible for exerting the effort to build our society as called 
for by His Majesty King Hussein in his comprehensive national 
speech on Thursday. And all of us are responsible for preserving 
TJemocracy. which is our only final option, the paper said. AH of 
this, said A1 Ra’i, demands that we ail abide by the Constitution, 
respect the law and show a capability for forgiveness and 
creativity. In light of this. A1 Ra’i said, the lessons that King 
Hussein teaches us call for implementing them in a way that rises 
to their refined level and this requires courage, vision and a 
willingness to give more. It is important to remember, said the 
paper, that the leading role that the King wants Jordan to assume 
in moving towards a new Arab era is currently being undertaken. 
Any negative feelings by others towards this undertaking will do 
litife to change it because Jordan is determined to pioneer the 
drive towards the desired new Arab era. It is a source of pride that 
democracy, pluralism, freedom and respect for human rights — 
the features of the new era — are already embodied in the 
Jordanian state. Our united Jordanian family, proud of being the 
model for those who want to join in the progress towards the new 
Arab era. renews its allegiance to its leader, promising to 
continue to be the honourable model that he wants and the 
formidable fortess for Arab nationalism. 


“THE CALL for awakening, freedom, democracy and human 
rights,” was the title of Ai Dustour’s Saturday editorial on the 
address of King Hussein to the nation. It is the right of Jordanians 
to be proud of their achievements and' their Hashemite lead- 
ership. which built on the land on this countTy an edifice for 
freedom, democracy and human dignity and gave our nation a 
living example of the modern democratic state' AI Dustonr said. 

The paper added that King Hussein issued a Hashemite call for an 
Arab awakening that should overcome the weaknesses of the 
present, a call against all forms of intellectual confusion and 
conspiracies. The nation will have no dignity unless democracy 
prevails in all Arab societies and it will attain no glory unless the 
human rights of the Arab individual are respected, the paper said. 
His Majesty's call is the call of duty, a call of hope issued by King 
Hussein in the name of the nation, Bani Hashem. the free 
Jordanians and honourable Arabs, the paper said. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed A! Fanek 


Gaza sea-port: What future? 


.j 


There is some talk about a major role that can be played by the 
sea port of Gaza in serving the economy of the forthcoming 
Palestinian self-government. Some analysis allowed their im- 
agination to go further and predict that the port of Gaza will also 
serve Jordan and become, along with the Aqaba port, an axis of 
integration and complementarity between the Jordanian and 
Palestinian economies. Gaza, they argued, will take care of trade 
with the West and Aqaba will take care of trade with the East for 
both economies. 

This benign line of thinking is based on three unfounded 
assumptions. The first wrong assumption is that Gaza has an 
international port that, with some repairs and upgrading, can 
receive ships. The second is that the Palestinian self-government 
will boycott Israel and, accordingly, will not utilise its ports of 
Haifa and Jafa. The third assumption is that the Jordanian 
economy is ready to open, up and integrate with the Palestinian 
economy under a situation where the Palestinian economy is 
wide-open towards Israel. 

The fact, however, is that Gaza has a primitive port that can 
hardly accomodate fishing boats. The conversion of Gaza into a 
full fledged sea port that can handle international shipping and 
trade needs more than one billion dollars of infrastructure and ten 
years of construction during which the Palestinian economy would 
have settled on using other sea ports. Using Gaza port will of 
course need the prior Israeli approval of building a free highway 


between Gaza Strip and the West Bank via Israel because Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank are far apart geographically. 

On the other hand, it has to be taken for granted that signing a 
peace treaty means the immediate removal of the economic 
boycott against Israel, not only by Palestine, but also by Jordan. 
The Palestinian importers therefore will practically not find 3 
better port to exchange trade with the West than Haifa, whDe 
Aqaba will compete with Eilat for trade outlets with the cast- In 
this respect, Arab analysts should be realistic and cease to plan 
the peace era according to assumptions that were true since 1™* 
but will be drastically altered after peaceful settlement and 
normalisation of relations. 

It should also be realised that the Jordanian economy is not yet 
ready to open up to the Israeli economy directly, or .indirectly 
through the West Bank, without appropriate restrictions. The 
economy of the Palestinian self-government is expected to be 
open to the Israeli economy without restrictions, regarding 
commodities, labour, and perhaps capital. There may be no 
choice in this recard. However, the Jordanian economy cannot- 
afford to integral with the Palestinian economy or even open up 
its borders with the Palestinian self-government until after the 
transitional period, when the Palestinian economy is managed by 
a full national authority that can make arm’s-length decisions 
regarding trade relations with Israel, instead of having to adhere 


to the Israeli conditions, as dictated in the peace accords,-* 
imposed during the interim period. Otherwise, the Israeli industj 
will not only dominate the Palestinian market, it-wiBabo^ 
allowed to dominate the Jordanian market via the west Baafc,Y 
a time when the Jordanian industry is ill-prepared for safe 
shock. ■ 

There is an obvious distinction m the priorities 6£ q 
Palestinian and Jordanian decision-makers. The Palestinian dfcc 
sion-makers may. have no alternative but to submit , to a 
economic conditions imposed by Israel as a price for obtains 
self-rule, followed hopefully by full independence; the Jordama . 
decision-makers are not obliged to give any crafty eco&ba? r 
concessions beyond the removal of the Arab boycott along aft 
ail Arab states, because Jordan is already a*i independent stafi e 
When, and if, Jordan removes the economic boycott agaisr 
Israel, as part of a satisfactory peace settlement, it will aiJow trad 
with Israel like any other foreign country, such as Turkey s 
Cyprus, but without any preferential treatment, common maria* 
or free trade zone, as may be the case in the PaIestmian?I$ntt 
trade relations during the transitional period. -. y 

The future economic relations that will prevail between Jbitiai 
Palestine and Israel after peace are extremely complicated and,-i ’ 
far, there have been no serious attempts to make the neces&ai . 
calculations and planning in this regard. 



Talks must continue at all costs 


By Susan Hattis Rolef 


IT SEEMS reasonable on the 
surface, the demand from right- 
wing circles that the government 
suspend peace talks with the 
Arabs until all acts of violence 
against Israel and its inhabitants 
cease. After all, what better way 
could there be for the Arabs to 
prove they really want peace than 
to halt their “armed struggle” in 
all its various forms.? 

But beneath the surface, the 
situation isn't that simple. 

The right-wingers who are de- 
monstrating against Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and his policy 
are quite sincere in their outrage 
over the deaths of innocent 
Israelis both inside and outside 
the Green Line. One doesn’t 
doubt that for a moment. 

However, it isn’t because of 
these deaths that the demonstra- 
tors want the peace talks stopped. 
They would be calling for their 
cessation even if the only Israelis 
to die pre-maturely were the 10 to 
15 people killed weekly in road 
accidents. 

The demonstrators oppose the 
peace talks because what is under 
discussion with the Palestinians is 
territorially based autonomy. 


menl’s reply to ihe protesters 
merely encourages them to con- 
tinue their battle. For it is telling 
them that the perpetrators of 
violence are those factors in the 
Palestinian camp and the Arab 
World which oppose the peace 
talks, and that ending the talks 
would be playing into their 
hands. 


and with the Syrians, the 
territories-for-peace formula. 

In this context, the govem- 


But that is exactly what the 
protesters want. They want the 
talks to stop, and if ending them 
also ends the acts of violence by 
Arab opponents of the talks, so 
much the better. 

One almost feels like suggest- 
ing that Emunim. the Israel Front 
and other groups involved in the 
anti-Rabin demonstrations go 
over to Damascus and join the 
“Front of the Ten.” that strange 
coalition of Muslim fundamental- 
ists. Marxist groups within the 
PLO. and other secular rejection- 
ist organisations not affiliated 
with the PLO who oppose the 
peace process. 

The only problem is that en- 
ding the peace talks and. with 
them, the violence they engen- 
der, will not solve the problem. 
On the contrary, the only hope of 
solving it will vanish. 

For what do the Israeli oppo- 
nents of the peace process want? 

They want Israel to annex the 
territories and use force to crush 


ail Arab opposition, internal and 
external. 

They do not seem concerned 
by the prospect that such a policy 
would lead to a rise in Palestinian 
and fundamentalist activities 
against Israel, as well as an upris- 
ing by Israel’s 800,000 Arabs (an 
overwhelming majority of whom 
still want nothing more than a 
just solution for the Pales tinian 
outside Israel and full equality for 
themselves in it). The eventual 
result would be the outbreak of a 
non-conventional war between 
Israel and its neighbours. 

And what do the Arab oppo- 
nents of the peace process want? 
They want to bring about Israel’s 
total defeat and possible liquida- 
tion. In fact, many of them pray 
for the victory of Israel’s right- 
wing extremists, for they are sure 
that with God's help in the war 
which will inevitably follow, the 
Arabs will win. 


For the sake of symmetry, one 
must add that many Israeli reli- 
gious right-wing extremists, such 
as those who imply that the rees- 
tablishment of a Jewish under- 
ground is at hand, are also certain 
God is on their side. 

But what if God is against ail 
those who believe that in an age 
of non-conventional weapons, 
war and not talks is the way to 
solve problems? 


Believing, as it does, that there 
is no alternative to talks, the 
government is currently confront- 
ing at least three knotty prob- 
lems: 

— How to prevent the right- 
wingers’ legitimate protest from 
turning into both overt and covert 
violence and a threat to our 
democracy; 

— How to start moving to- 
wards peace without compromis- 
ing either the short- or long-term 
security of the state and its 
citizens; 

— How to strengthen the Arab 
negotiating teams’ determination 
not to lose faith in the peace 
process, despite the violent 
opposition to it that exists within 
the Arab camp. At the same 
time, the Arab teams must be 
persuaded that peace, in both 
territorial and non-territorial 
terms, can only be achieved in 
stages and on the basis of com- 
promise. 

In this regard, the surprising 
agreement reached last week be- 
tween the Israeli and Jordanian 
negotiating teams in Washington 
about the premises and agenda 
for substantive talks between 
them was excellent news. 


The writer is editor of the 
Labour movement’s monthly. 
Spectrum. The article is reprinted 
from the Jerusalem Post. 


Malta takes a defence lesson 
from the knights of St. John 


By Chris Sdctona 
Reuter 


VALLETTA. Malta— Some 400 
years ago Malta bnilt a chain of 
watchtowers to help ward off 
pirates and other maurauders. 

Now the Mediterranean island 
republic is about to ring its shores 
with a radar defence system 
against drug smugglers and illegal 
immigrants. 

Armed Forces Chief Brigadier 
Maurice Calleja told Reuters that 
Malta was “in an advanced stage 
of acquiring a defence radar sys- 
tem" for its 3 16 square kilometres 
land mass. 

He said British military officers 
who had advised Malta on a radar 
system six years ago returned 
recently for further discussions. 
He would not say where Malta 


planned to buy the system. 

Malta (population: 346,000) 
has a more international history 
than many countries. 

It has been held by Phoeni- 
cians, Carthaginians, Romans 
and Arabs. For more than 400 
years from 1090 it was subject to 
the same rulers as Sicily, which 
lies almost 100 kilometres away.- 

Ft was then ruled for over 250 
years by Britain's Christian cam- 
paigners, the knights of St. John 
• — who built the watchtowers — 
until- they were evicted by the 
French. 

After a few years, Malta be- 
came British again early last cen- 
tury, winning the George Cross, 
Britain’s highest civil award for 
bravery, for its heroic stand 
against the Germans during 
World War II. Malta finally 


gained independence in 1964. 

These days the Maltese are less 
worried about invaders. 

But they are concerned about 
the increasing activities of drug 
smugglers and illegal immigrants 
using Malta as a stepping stone to 
Sicily and on upwards into 
Europe. 


Brig. Calleja said the radar 
system would guide military pat- 
rol boats or aircraft to suspicious 
vessels identified around Malta. 
It would provide round-the- 
clock. all-weather surveillance of 
the coast and serve as a deterrent. 


Earlier this year a motorboat 
carrying illegal immigrants to 
Sicily was shipwrecked on Malta 
in a storm, and a number of 
people were rounded up. 


On another occasion, 24 illegal 

immigrants were found in a stolen 
boat as they were preparing to' 
leave the island. S 

Sicilian police have reported 
that a number of "illegals” found 
wading ashore said they had 
come via Malta. 

A recent top-level government 
conference decided to step up 
surveillance and reinstate visa re- 
quirements for a number of coun- 
n “ ab *y Bulgaria. Bang- 
ladesh, Morocco and Pakistan. 

Special watch is also being kept 

for dni£ smugglers. r 

Officials believe’ drugs are 
smuggled in by fishing boats 
winch meet other vessels outside 
territorial waters, or by motor 
boats, hundreds of which are 
based on Malta. 


What the U.S. 

' X 

election means; 




nvi 


By Kirk Albrecht 


It was truly a landslide victory; 
and it was what Bill Clinton was 
counting on, what George Bush 
was trying to avoid, what Ross 
Perot thought be might achieve 
through his massive campaign 
spending. Bill Clinton became 
the president-elect of the United 
States with more than a 2 to 1 
margin in the electoral college, 
although without a dear majority 
of the popular vote. It would 
serve Americans, and the world, 
well to understand what this elec- 
tion means today. 

Bill Clinton said the campaign 
was about change and in that 
measure he seems to have been 
right. IBs election has marked the 
end of an era, begun in 1980 
when Ronald Reagan rode his 
silver-screen image into the 
White House. For the first time in 
22 years, a Democrat will sit m 
the Oval Office. That change 
means the executive and legisla- 
tive brandies of the government 
should be able to work more 
closely since the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate are also 
Democrat-controlled. Politically, 
there should be less fighting, but 
there are no guarantees on that 
score. 

If nothing more, Clinton’s vic- 
tory shows that Americans pos- 
sess the political means and will 
to bail out of something they no 
longer think works. George Bush 
went, in the space of 18 months, 
from being the most popular 
president in the history of the 
United States to dismally losing a 
reelection bid. He failed because 
.he lost tiie support of the people, 
lost their trust that he was serving 
their interests. This lesson should 
not be lost on the Democrats, lest 
they find themselves in the same 
position four years from now. 

This election shows that no 
matter how well things are 
abroad, there is big trouble politi- 
cally if the home front appears to 
be neglected. The American eco- 
nomy was the real defining issue 
of this campaign. Clinton and 
Gore hammered it for the dura- 
tion of the campaign, and the 
American populace responded 
and said they were not going to 
take it any more lying down. 
Americans have become accus- 
tomed to a certain standard of 
living and they can get nasty if 
they think that it is in jeopardy. 
Just ask George Bush. This may 
mean that the new administration 
is going to look inwards for some 
time to come. They realise politi- 
cally that domestic policies are 
what got them to the White 
House. 

America has reached the start 
of a new generation defining what 
America is and does. The old 
guard of Reagan and Bush has 
passed, and the torch is being 
taken up by Clinton and Gore, 
relatively young men. They are 
the first president-vice president ‘ 
combination bom after World 
War n. Theirs is a leadership that 
has been nurtured, both domesti- 
cally and internationally, nnder 
different conditions than their 
predecessors. Those conditions 
— Vietnam, the end of the cold 
war, American economic losses' 
to Germany and Japan — win 
Jape how they govern. Socially 
they will be more liberal, giving 
voice to the environment, 
AIDS and abortion. They may be 
tougher on trade. And they will 
surely spend money trying to 
jobs, their big campaign 

The Democratic victory reveals 

howdceply rooted the American 
need for change is. In many 

soaeties longevity and stability 
are revered social characteristics. 
But a Amenta, which hsur not 
stopped changing in over 200 



years, the status quo 
it had’ nothing new to offer 
had ‘T>een tried had ■ 
so pragmatic America ibD. 
the old to welcome in A 
with promise for change. 

The election of Bill < 
also demonstrates the pa 
image in American politr 
was just plain better at 
himself and his platform th>- 
George Bush. He was m o : ? • 
quent, and dealt skillful]; ' 
the troubles plaguing hb 
paign, be they the mfamou 
nifer Flowers affair or aliej 
of his draft dodging durfc • 
Vietnam War. The pro 
meanwhile, muddled tint* 
campaign with little grace c 
at one tune even calling his 
nents “those two bozos.” ' 
not the stuff of successful - 
ican politics. 

Bill Clinton showed b 
read the mood of Arneri* 
parlay that into political j 
He understood some of th« 
rent frustration in the U.S. . 
the economy and he drew 
to him as the solution t 
difficulty, however real 
agined. Clinton deftly strol 
American psyche and con 
the Americans he was thet * 

It was politics at its finest, ■ 
you do not like it. And 
truly a political victory, “ . 

than a popular one, for h 
garnered 43 per cent of th ’- - 
to 38 per cent for Bush. B 
people, the electors, gave - 
Clinton described after vid ■ 

“a clarion call.” 

The election also reveal r 
little the current Middle 
peace process figured ini' . 
issues of the campaign. Bo: 
to take the driving force ; - 
talks, James Baker, out • 
front-line role, to fry to res\. 
his dying reelection bid. j 
peace process was little, /. " 
than an afterthought, atf " . 

election of Clinton is set*, 
most as a swing back to «•._ 
unilaterally pro-Israeli / f 
tration, although he has 
to continue What began !»,. 
in Madrid. 

In fact, after the 
most other significant iss# J % 
America, notably abortion^ ' ■■ 
into the background. The J. ■ 
ican voter has only so mud - t . ’ 
ity to sort through aw _ 
issues, and BUI Clinton ns*.’ 
reality to punch home bis.' 
form with surprising : 

The next four years wffl [3 L"' 
different America. What ’ ( *4* 




a different America. W&an **•,. 
look Hke will only be 
the country’s new lead*. '■s f _ 
under Bill Clinton, a next l ~ * 

of Representatives, and ;• 
batch of senators develops/* 1 - . 

American people bavc^?$ 
forcefully for a change, 

up to Bill CSuton-to’d^ - ‘ - . ’ 

- ‘ * 

Kirk Albrecht is an Ajg V 
jou rnalist living in Aioflft > *_•, '■ 
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as well. The first sentence in item 
5 states “Settlement of territorial 
matters and agreed definitive de- 
limitation and demarcation of the 
international boundary definition 
under the Mandate.” 

The second Palestinian con- 
cern, whhin the same item, was 
over the acceptance of Israel's 
definition of the geographic juris- 
diction of the occupied territories 
as the “territories presently under 
Israeli military government con- 
trol." The Palestinians argue that 
this definition “sets a precedent 
for the Israeli-Palestinian track" 
in which a deadlock is appearing 
over Israeli insistence over this 
definition and Palestinian rejec- 
tion of it. 

The item includes the phrase 
that a settlement would be 
achieved “without prejudice to 
the status of the territories pre- 
sently under Israeli military gov- 
ernment control; both parties will 
respect and comply with the 
above international boundary.** 

The Palestinians argue that this 
definition excludes occupied 
Jerusalem and settlements which 
together constitute more than 
half of the territories occupied in 
the 1967 war. 

The Jordanians, however, 
argue back that the agenda only 
deals with the Jordanian- Israeli 
track of negotiations and there- 
fore it defines the border dispute 
as that of the Mandate, which 


Aimcht 


therhood assails negotiators 


otianed from page I) 

^ll&sing international bor- 
^^VSween Jordan and the 
-i entity as demarcated 
V v*e British Mandate which 
\ :^ed the River Jordan tile 
^y. :-- between Jordan and 
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/-isnbic . daily, however, 
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f between Jordan and 
f^jRritb reference to the 
'CfjgjfY definition under the 
Mandate, without pre- 
the territories presently 
i&peji military government 
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. al aspects of the problem of re- 
fugees and displaced persons in 
accordance with international 
law." 

According to Pascal Karmi. a 
former legal adviser to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy (UNRWA), United Nations 
Resolution 194, which upholds 
Palestinian refugees right to re- 
turn or to be compensated, falls 
witbm conventional international 
law. He said the resolution was 
adopted by the U.N. General 
Assembly, which represents the 
international community. 

Mr. Karmi said neither custom- 
ary (unwritten) international law 
nor conventional (written) inter- 
national law (which includes the 
U.N. charter and all other agree- 
ments reached by bodies repre- 
senting the international com- 


Wc l r i.\ '■ ’BaHfog that the draft agenda muirity) deny refugees the right 
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had been tr.c J vjfo ^ solved under inter- Jordan Times Saturday that the 
so pragmatic A^.- law, overlooking United bloc's statement does not repre- 
ss old to utfr.vff- resolutions in this re- sent the beginning of a new drive 
with promise : against what he called “the sur- 

The election C'xaft agenda says Israel render process 11 because the 
also demons;.^--- -dan will achieve “an effort has not stopped., 
image in solution to the bflater- Sheikh Hammam Said said the 
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icon politics- . jsy i n Tel Aviv. Mr. Carter said. 
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read the mooc oi . paiejtine,” Mr. Arafat Opponents of talks meet • 
parlay that pirating the long-standing 

He understood ■'•‘ution. More than 200 Palestinians 
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m,K a “We call for halting the nego- 

rT. ■ no pul. ‘■'^rter said in taped inter- dating process and returning the 

er d f^ r ‘1^ ‘TodajT show he negotiations tor the United Na- 
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CUnton i - [e said the new adminis- ment released by the group. 

“a clara- ■ ^ ight be able to make use During the sixth round of talks 
T^.ui I s ® settling dilutes in opponents of the negotiations 

finie ' . -if yd hoc role. organised a one-day strike widely 

peace F; T £ Carter - , said he would owerved in the occupied tenitor- 

issaass l * % , n ^ t any offer of a cabinet ies. 

to take tfii 'p^or other regular post But a poll published this week 
talks u-tfs administration. ■ in the East Jerusalem Arabic- 

front- been speculation in language weekly Al Bayader 
hvs dyitii * s ie East that Mr. Carter dwwed 61 percent of the Palesti- 
ne.?-.^ a job as U.S. Middle nians m the occupied West Bank 

than 2- . and Gaza Strip support the nego- 

L „ “r.’ttw did express elation -tiations. 
mosi a* ■* ^ ^ vi? ; ction of a Democrat to - .Only 48 per cent of Palestinians 

unilaterai«> P House and said be and polled a year ago by the same 
UL-ioP. president have been m^ztue supported the talks. 

ErVoniifiSi ** * 15 y® 8 ®* “not. just ' Friday^ meeting in Ramailab i 

: , friends; but close person- was one of the largest gatherings ' 

W f : of Palestinian figures in the occu- 

;[*, Lhcr ^Tter said Mr. Clinton’s pied .territories opposed to the 
should be to “show to ; peace talks. 
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Ie said the new adminis- . 


does not touch on the status of 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank. 
“The Mandate line is between 
Jordan and Palestine and does 
not affect Palestinian negotia- 
tions with Israel over the West 
Bank; nor does it prejudice (he 
border between any Palestinian 
entity and Israeli* a Jordanian 
source told the Jordan Times. 

The Jordanians further argue 
that the Kingdom's acceptance of 
this definition came after gruell- 
ing negotiations over this item, 
with the Israelis insisting on de- 
fining the territorial issue as one 
over “disputed territories.' 1 

Over the second point. Jorda- 
nians explain that the definition 
of territories as (hose presently 
under Israeli military government 
control does not exclude Jeru- 
salem and the settlements if seen 
from a Jordanian and Arab pers- 
pective which considers all pre- 
1967 territories as territories 
under Israeli military control. 

They also point to the first 
paragraph' of the agenda which 
defines the goal of the talks as 
being "the achievement of just, 
lasting and comprehensive peace 
between the Arab states, the 
Palestinians and Israel as per the 
Madrid invitation." 

Jordanians point to this para- 
graph as meaning (hat Jordan will 
not sign a unilateral peace treaty 
with Israel without achieving this 
larger goal first and add that 
Jordan has made repeated state- 
ments stressing that it will not 
make peace with Israel before 
equal progress is made on the 
other tracks in the talks. 

bloc would seek the support of 
other groups in the country in its 
campaign to terminate the peace 
negotiations, which the Brother- 
hood sees as an effort by the 
United States to force Arabs to 
"obey its commands." 

In addition to its ideological 
opposition to the process. Mr. 
Said said, the Brotherhood sees 
the election of a more Israeli- 
biased president in the United 
States as yet another reason for 
abandoning the process. 

Asked if the movement has 
considered moving a no- 
confidence vote against the 
Cabinet of Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker if the govern- 
ment signs the draft agenda. Mr. 
Said said the bloc had not discus- 
sed that yet but "all options are 
still open.” 

The Islamic resistance move- 
ment, Hamas, Saturday echoed 
the Brotherhood's call on Jordan 
to abandon the peace process, 
describing reports that the coun- 
try and Israel have reached an 
“agreement on the draft agenda as 
“a known tactic aimed at pushing 
Palestinians to make more con- 
cessions.” 

In a statement faxed to the 
Jordan Times. Hamas also called 
for the release of nine of its 
activists it alleges are detained in 
Jordan as well as deputies Leith 
Shbeilat and Yacoub Qarrash. 
The two deputies are currently on 
trial for allegedly belonging to an 
underground group — Shabab Al 
Nafeer Al Islami. 


Norwegians say Russian nuclear dumps no threat 
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By Alister Doyle 
Reuter 


OSLO — Nudear waste dumped 
in an Arctic Sea by the former 
Soviet navy may not be the night- 
mare legacy of the cold war 
feared by environmentalists. 

Norwegian sdentists say rich 
fishing grounds would not be 
damaged even if all the nuclear 
waste in an eerie military 
graveyard in the Kara Sea were to 
leak — the amounts are too small 
and any radiation would be 
quickly diluted. 

“It’s doubtful we would have 
any real contamination at all.” 
said Lars Foeyn, a Norwegian 
scientist who took the first west- 
ern measurements of radiation in 
the Kara Sea in September as 


head of a Norwegian-Russian ex- 
pedition. 

The intemationa! environmen- 
tal organisation Greenpeace says 
the former Soviet navy dumped 
IS nuclear reactors and more 
than 17,000 containers of radioac- 
tive waste in the Kara Sea on the 
east coast of the Arctic islands of 
Novaya Zemlya over 30 years. 

“Leakage from this massive 
concentration of nuclear waste 
could threaten northern fisheries 
and devastate the fishing econo- 
mies of Norway and other nordic 
countries," Greenpeace said in a 
statement. 

“1 can’t see the point of fright- 
ening people like this," Mr. 
Foeyn told Reuters. But he said 
Norway, like Greenpeace, 
strongly opposes any rise in radia- 
tion from artificial sources and 


has long pushed to outlaw all 
nuclear dumping at sea. 

Greenpeace sent a vessel, The 
Solo, to the Kara Sea in early 
October to tfy to inspect the 
dumps and highlight “a deadly 
legacy of the cold war." The Solo 
was a nested by rhe Russian 
coastguard and detained for nine 
days before it was freed. 

“There’s no safe level of radia- 
tion,” said Veronica Biong of 
Greenpeace in Oslo. “We should 
not accept this dumping. All this 
waste can be recovered." 

She said Russia should be 
forced to allow international in- 
spections of the dumps, which 
include damaged submarines car- 
tying nuclear fuel abandoned in 
shallow waters. Russia has barred 
foreigners from approaching the 
waste. 


Poles seek whole truth 
about Russian role 


By Timothy Heritage 
Reuter 

WARSAW — The release of 
Soviet communist party docu- 
ments proving Josef Stalin 
ordered the wartime massacre of 

15.000 Polish officers has raised 
hopes that Moscow will tell the 

j truth about other dark secrets 
1 from the past. 

1 A Russian envoy gave Polish 
President Lech Walesa docu- 
ments this month showing that 
dictator Stalin ordered Soviet 
NKVD security police in 1940 to 
execute the officers, including 

4.000 in Katyn forest near 
Smolensk. 

The documents told Poles little 
new about an incident long seen 
as a symbol of Soviet oppression, 
but they have closed a difficult 
chapter in relations. 

“Even though the Polish peo- 
ple have always known the real 
names behind the crime, the dis- 
closure creates a new moral situa- 
tion in Polish-Russian relations," 
the Sejm, Poland's lower house 
of parliament, said in a state- 
ment. 

“The full truth must be re- 
vealed. crimes must be punished 
and harms must be redressed.” 

Poles, who ousted their com- 
munist rulers in 1989, want Soviet 
Communist Party archives 
opened on other “blank spots” in 
history, such as the 1939 agree- 
ment between Russia and Ger- 
many to carve up Poland. 

They want to know about the 
Soviet role in the imposition of 
martial law in 1981 by Poland’s 
former communist ruler General 
Wojdech Jaruzelski to crush the 
solidarity trade union. 

They also want to know how 
much Moscow knew about the 
murder of pro-solidarity priest 
Jerzy Popieluszko by Polish 
security police in 1984. 

Soviet officials including 
Rudolf Pikhoya, who delivered 


the documents to Mr. Walesa on 
behalf of Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, have hinted that Moscow 
will release other secret docu- 
ments on events in Polish-Soviet 
history. 

“The release of the documents 
on the Katyn crime and close 
relations with President Yeltsin 
show that in the near future we 
will have access to Soviet archives 
dealing with Poland's recent his- 
tory,” said Andrzej Drzycimski, 
Mr. Walesa's spokesman. 

In return, he said. Russia 
wanted to see a list of Russians 
captured in 1920 when Poland 
repelled a Soviet invasion. 

The Katyn massacre happened 
after the officers were interned 
on Polish soil captured by the 
Soviet Union at the start of 
World War II. For many Poles it 
has been the main cause of mis- 
trust of the Soviet Union. 

Moscow long blamed the kill- 
ings on Nazi Germans, and 
admitted responsibility only in 
1990. 

The papers released by Mr. 
Yeltsin show that all Soviet party 
chiefs hid the truth, although 
Mikhail Gorbachev says he saw 
the order signed by Stalin only as 
he was leaving office. 

The main document is an order 
by the ruling communist polit- 
buro on March 5, 1940, for the 
NKVD to execute 11.000 cap- 
tured Polish civilians and 14.700 
officers — including 295 generals 
and colonels and more than 2,000 
captains and majors. 

The order was signed by lead- 
ers including Stalin, NKVD Chief 
Lavrenti Beria and Foreign 
Minister Vyacheslav Molotov. 

The papers show how party 
chiefs from Nikita Khrushchev to 
Mr. Gorbachev reviewed the case 
and continued to conceal the 
truth. 

One shows that in 1971, Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Gromyko 
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told the politburo that English 
historians who blamed Stalin for 
Katyn were conducting a deliber- 
ate campaign of distortion. 

In 1976, a document signed by 
party leader Yuri Andropov ac- 
cused the West of interpreting 
Katyn like Adolf Hitler's prop- 
aganda chief Josef Goebbels. 
who used the incident as one of 
the justifications for trying to 
defeat the Soviet Union. 

But by March 1989 the polit- 
buro had already called for a new 
line and some top officials wanted 
the truth to come out. 

“It is not ruled out that it 
would be more advisable to ex- 
plain how it really was and who, 
bears responsibility and conclude 
the issue.” said a document 
signed by then Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze. 

Poles have long sought full 
details of the 1939 pact between 
Molotov and German Foreign 
Minister Joachim von Ribben- 
trop. 

A secret annexe to the pan set 
out spheres of influence in Poland 
under an agreement which led to 
an almost simultaneous invasion 
by Nazi Germany and the Soviet 
Union in Sept. 1939. 

Details about how much Soviet 
party leaders were involved or 
knew about the declaration of 
martial law in Poland in Decem- 
ber 1981 also remain hazy. 

Disclosures about the death of 
Popieluszko, whose tortured" 
body was found bound and gag- 
ged in a river in October 1984, 
would be particularly pertinent. 

Four security policemen were 
jailed for the murder, but two 
more are now on trial on charges 
of conspiring to kill Popieluszko. 

General Czeslaw Kiszczak. 
then the interior minister, has 
said the murder was part of a plot 
to oust Gen. Jaruzelski and 
hinted that unspecified foreign 
secret services were involved. 
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Mr. Foeyn agreed there was an 
urgent need to examine the 
dumps. But, assuming current 
information about the waste was 
correct, the amounts were far too 
small to pose any cataclysmic 
threat to the Arctic, he said. 

Also, the Kara Sea is frozen for 
nine months a year and too cold 
for most marine life. Currents 
would sweep any leaks towards 
the North Pole, away from rich 
fishing grounds. 

Knut Gussgard. head of the 
Norwegian Nuclear Energy Safe- 
ty Authority, said that in the 
worst case, “radiation (in the 
Kara Sea) could increase by a 
factor of two or four but that 
would not make fish dangerous to 
eat under any circumstances.” 

Radiation would then rise to 
“about the same as in the North 
Sea or the Atlantic,*' he told 
Reuters. 

Measurements in the Kara Sea 
taken by Mr. Foeyn 's expedition 
showed radiation was extremely 
low. even compared with the 
neighbouring Barents Sea, where 
levels are below those in the 
Atlantic. 

The biggest single cause of 
radiation in the Barents is leak- 
age from the Sellafield Nuclear 
Reprocessing Plant in Britain. 
Other sources include the 1986 
Chernobyl accident in the Soviet 
Union and fallout from atomic 
tests on Novaya Zemlya. 

Mr. Gussgard said even small 
leaks from the Soviet waste 
would bring worries about the 
Arctic ecology, even if there were 


no dangerous levels of radiation 
in fishing grounds. 

“We are a major fish exporter. We can 
export our fisb as clean Arctic fish 
port our fish as clean Arctic fish 
and we want to remain in that 
position,” he said. Greenpeace 
says key Japanese and European 
Community markets for Arctic 
fish would close if there was a 
leak. 

John Sprange, head of the 
Greenpeace expedition to the 
Kara Sea, said the organisation 
also wanted to draw attention to a 
wider threat. 

“By the turn of the century the 
Russians will have to dispose of 
ISO nudear reactors. We doubt 
that they have the political, en- 
vironmental or economic know- 
how to do it." he said. 

Mr. Foeyn's expedition was not 
allowed to take tests at the dump- 
ing sites, but he said currents 
would have quickly spread any 
leaks of radiation and allowed 
sdentists to detect it in nearby 
areas of the Kara Sea. 

A major leak could threaten 
life near the dumps — but “there 
is very little biological activity in 
the Kara Sea,” said Mr. Foeyn, 
head of chemical oceanography 
at the Norwegian Institute of 
Marine Research. 

Mr. Foeyn's four-week expedi- 
tion did not manage to catch a 
single fish to test for radiation 
levels. The only animals caught 
for tests were starfish and amphi- 
pods — small crustaceans with 
feet both for swimming and for 
jumping. 


/ — '. Announcement For Pre-qnalified 
|Jat> Contractors For The Construction 
Of King Abdullah Hospital 
w Tender No. 005 

Jordan University of Science and Technology has the pleasure of inviting 
pre-qualified international contractors for the construction of King 
Abdullah Hospital project to obtain the tender documents during the 
working days (Saturday through Wednesday) from the secretary of the 
Central Tendering Committee, starting Sunday. Nov 15, 1992. till 
Wednesday Dec. 16, 1992, for a non-refund able fee of JD 5.000 (five 
thousand Jordanian dinars) for the first set and JD 4,000 (four thousand 
Jordanian dinars) for any additional set 

Tender proposals should be submitted by hand to the chairman of the i 
Central Tendering Committee not later than 12:00 noon. Monday Feb 
15, 1993, under the following conditions: 

1. Each lender shall be accompanied by a tender bond in favour of 
Jordan University of Science & Technology drawn from or approved 
by an accredited bank in Jordan for an amount of JD 1 .000,000 (One 
million Jordanian dinars). The bond shall remain valid for a period of 
not less than 120 days (one hundred and twenty days) from the 
closing date of Ihe tender submission. 

2. Tenderers must abide by the Jordanian regulations and bye-laws 
which necessitate the contribution of Jordanian contractors to execute 
at least 25 per cent of the tender value. 

3. Jordanian contractors) who shall contribute to the execution of the 
project through joint venture with / or nominated sub-contraclor(s) by 
leading contractor shall be from the following categories: 

☆ First class single or collective building contractors and/or 
* first class single or collective electromechanical contractors. 
Tender proposals not abiding by the above-mentioned conditions will 
not be considered 

Inquiries should be addressed in writing not later than Wednesday, 
January 13. 1993, to: 

Director, 

Department of Engineering Projects, 

Jordan University of Science & Technology 
Irbid, Jordan, telex: 55545 JUST JO, fax: 962-2-295123 
Secretary General 
Chairman, 

Central Tendering Committee 
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bathrooms. 

Location: Tla’a Al Ali 
Price JD 7,000 

For further -details, please call: [ 


Tel.: 810605, 810609 
.Fax: Q 10520 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
. Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


The.First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! ! 


I MANDARIN RESTAPRANTl | 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

[jpfti x n-MUi.-jit jjdij 

Take away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel /\ 

| Tel. 861922, Amman! ,1- y 

f nee Tested 

i_ Always Loved _n 


TAIWAN TOURISM© 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 

11240 - 15:30 18:30 - Midnighi 
Near Third Circle, 
opposite Akilah Hospital 
Jabal Amman, tel. 641083 


lets Services 


, The Busines Ccnirc of Amman 
1 — 

I Translation , - opt 


Amman - Tel 668193 








T3E* 


Mansell takes record 14th pole 


ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) — 
Heat sapped the speed of the 
Formula One race cars during 
qualifying Saturday for the 
season-ending Australian Grand 
Prut, allowing Nigel Mansell to 
take a record 14th pole position 
of the season. 

-The new world champion 
coasted into the first spot on the 
grid for Sunday's race on the 
strength of his time from Friday’s 
first session, when he lowered the 
track record three times. 

■ It marked the 51st time in a 
12-year career that Mansell has 
taken the pole as he charges for 
his 31st Formula One victory 
before his planned switch to Indy 
car racing next year for Newman 
liaas. 

At 27 C. Adelaide's tempera- 
ture was about seven degrees 
Celsius warmer than Friday. And 
with hardly a cloud in the sky, the 
3.78-kilometre street circuit near 
downtown Adelaide was even 
hotter. 

“I think it’s just a question of 
the air temperature today making 
things slower," Mansell told a 
news conference. “When it is 
warmer, you lose grip and the 
tires do not work so well.” 

The parade of spinouts that* 
started Friday on the resurfaced 
track — when no less than IS 
drivers lost control, one of them 
three times — continued Satur- 
day. complicated by oil and bed- 
ris left by cars in a warmup 
race. 

Once again there were no se- 
rious accidents, just lots of fists 
slamming down on steering 





1992 World Champion Nigel Mansell in his Williams— Renault at the Australian Grand Prix 


wheels when drivers found them- 
selves in the dirt. 

Three-time world champion 
Ayrton Senna of Brazil had the 
fastest time Saturday in 1 minute, 
14,416 seconds, an impressive 
performance given the condi- 
tions. 

“For a change, we were able to 
be faster than the Williams, so it 
was only a shame that the circuit 
conditions were slower," Senna 
said. 

“The car was a little bit better 
today and, strategically, I think I 
drove a little bit better today, but 
the circuit was certainly more 
than half a second slower than 
yesterday." 

Senna will start on the front 
row alongside Mansell, who 


Europe, Africa compromise 
on Olympic Games entries 


ACAPULCO (R) — Europe and 
Africa hammered out a face-sav- 
ihg" formula Friday in their efforts 
to prevent weaker nations being 
squeezed out of the Olympics. 

Olympic leaders from 183 
countries agreed that the priority 
was to permit all nations to com- 
pete in the games despite tough 
new qualifying rules which 
threatened to eliminate the smal- 
ler teams. 

‘-However, they disagreed on 
hdw this could be achieved, with 


the Europeans proposing a sys- 
tem of wild card entries and the 
Africans seeking a fixed guaran- 
tee of 10 athletes per country. 

A two-day debate ended with 
the General Assembly of the 
Association of National Olympic 
Committees ( ANOC) authorising 
ANOC president Mario Vazquez 
Rana to negotiate the issue with 
IOC President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. 

But the truce could still prove 
fragile. 




^O-V BE A Bojj, 


m 


% 


Amman Bowling Center 
Jabal Amman. First Circle 
Rainbow Street. Tet.646605 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

Tntmn* men Servian, Inc 


DELAYING ACTION 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* J 4 3 
~ A 7 4 

:K Q 10 5 4 3 

♦ 9 

WEST EAST 

*97 10 8 

: 8 6 2 :QJ9 

0 9 2 :■ A J 7 5 

4AKJ6544872 
SOUTH 
4 A K 6 6 2 
T K 10 6 8 
■: 8 

4 Q 10 3 

The bidding: 

Sooth Went North East 

14 2 4 2 n Pass 

2 ? Pass 3 4 Pass 

4 4 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 4 
Many players are subject to tun- 
nel vision. They seize the first possi- 
bility of making the contract that 
appears on the horizon without giv- 
ing the slightest thought to alterna- 
tives. On occasion, you may be able 
W exploit an unexpected lie of the 
c-"ds by simply postponing commit - 
■• •n trt a particular tine for as long 
possible. Consider this deal. 

: -.'l-:-.- ‘.he North-South 


North could have held an even 
stronger hand. 

West led the king of dubs and' 
shifted to the eight of hearts, attack- 
ing the only entry to the diamonds. 

Declarer played low and captured 
East's jack with the king. South not- 
ed that the play virtually marked 
East with the queen of hearts. De- 
clarer continued with a low diamond 
to the queen and ace, and East re- 
turned a dub, covered by the ten 
and jack and ruffed in dummy. 

Why didn't East return a trump? 
It had to be because East held the 
queen. Declarer ruffed a low dia 
mood, milled a dub on the table and 
drew two rounds of trumps. The 
hand was at a crossroads. 

If diamonds were splitting evenly, 
declarer could simply cross to tbe 
ace of hearts and discard two hearts 

on high diamonds as a hapless de- 
fender ruffed with the master 
trump. However, there was no rush 
to adopt that line. Declarer exited 
with a trump and East was a dead 
duck. A diamond return would be 
into dummy’s tenace, setting up all 
the discards declarer needed, and a 
heart would allow South to score the 
ten in hand Declarer canid then 
park a heart on the queen of dia- 
monds. although that would not be 


turned a record lap of 1:13.732 
Friday, and Mansell's Williams 
teammate, Riccardo Patrese of 
Italy. 

The second row. unchanged 
from Friday, includes Senna's 
McLaren Honda teammate, 
Gerhard Berger of Austria: 
Michael Schumacher of Ger- 
many: and Jean Alesi of 
France. 

Rain has hampered three of 
last four races in Adelaide. Only 
14 of tbe 81 laps were completed 
in last year's torrential down- 
pour, making it the shortest 
Grand Prix ever. 
v Mansell will be seeking to add 
to his record total of nine victor- 
ies this season in what appears to 
be his last race in Formula One. 


But behind-the-scenes manoeuvr- 
ing still could bring him back. 

The 39-year-old Briton looked 
drained as he once again fielded 
questions about his future. He 
said his current plans include 
Golf, foot surgery and relaxation 
before Indy car testing starts in 
January. 

“I can’t control what the 
powere-that-be may be doing.” 
Mansell said. “I don't have a clue 
what's going on. I'm a little upset 
at the moment, a little confused. I 
need a little space. It's all these 
constant questions." 

With second-place finishes the 
last two years, Mansell has never 
won here and had a spectacular 
tire blowout in 1989 that cost him 
the driver's championship. 
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Boris Becker 


Becker coming back 


PARIS (AP) — It was just like 
old times: Boris Becker serving 
aces, lunging after volleys, diving 
to score winning points. 

Playing nearly perfect tennis, 
Becker beat the No. 1 -player in the 
world. Jim Courier. He beat John 
McEnroe two days earlier. On 
Thursday, he beat Brad Gilbert, 
who routed Andre Agassi. 

“Boris is always capable of 
playing tennis like that.” Courier 
said. 

But he hasn't done it lately. 
Becker has won three tourna- 
ments this year, but his ranking 
has fallen to No. 9. He was 
seeded ninth at the Paris Open — 
an event he has won twice. 


Andy Capp 


This week, he looked like the 
Becker of old against Courier. 

“I am finally playing good ten- 
nis again,” Becker said. “I was 
glad to play Jim when I am in that 
kind of form.” 

“It was a nearly perfect match. 
From the first point to the last I 
didn’t miss easy shots.” 

Becker moved into a semifinal 
meeting against Goran Iva- 
nisevic, a winner over David 
Wheaton. 

Ivanisevic is probably the hot- 
test player on the tour. He won 
two of his last three tournaments, 
beating Stefan Edberg in Sydney 
and Guy Forget last week in 
Stockholm. 


THB&MUSTBE SQMETHtN\ 
' — -r yOU CAN DO ABOUT —S 
-r THESE ARREARS’!, 


Milan face Eindhoven 
in Champions Cup 


GENEVA (AP) — CSKA Mos- 
cow’s hopes of glory in the Euro- 
pean Champions' Cup improved 
Friday when the Russian Army 
team was drawn in the opposite 
semifinal group to the favoured 
AC Milan of Italy. 

CSKA Moscow earned a repu- 
tation as a giantitiller when it 
knocked holder FC Barcelona of 
Spain out of the competition this 
week. 

The draw for the next round of 
European Cup competitions, 
conducted by European soccer's 
■governing body UEFA, put 
CSKA Moscow into group one 
with Glasgow Rangers of Scot- 
land, Olympique Marseille of 
France, and FC Bruges of Bel- 
gium. 

AC Milan, with its trio of 
Dutch stats and leading interna- 
tional players, was drawn in 
group two with PSV Eindhoven* 
of the Netherlands, Sweden's 
IFK Gothenburg and FC Porto of 
Portugal. 

The four teams in each group 
play a round ro^in series of 
home-and-away legs starting 
Nov. 25. The group winners meet 
in the May 26 final. 

Moscow begins its campaign at 
Bruge, with Rangers hosting 
Marseille. 

PSV Eindhoven travels to Por- 
to for its opening game, while 
Milan hosts Gothenburg. 

British bookmaker William 
Hill listed AC Milan as 5-6 
favourite to win the title, with 
Rangers 13-8 favourite to win its 
group and advance to the final. 

Rangers is 5-1 second favourite 
to win the title, with Marseille 


11-2, Eindhoven 10-1, Porto 12-1, 
CSKA Moscow 14-1, Bruge 20-1 
and IFK Gothenburg 40-1. 

In the Cupwinners’ Cup, 
Steaua Bucharest of Romania 
must wait for a UEFA disciplin- 
ary committee meeting Nov. 12 
before knowing whether it hosts 
Belgium’s Royal Antwerp or 
Admira Wacker of Austria in the 
quarterfinals. 

Admira Wacker, which lost 7-6 
on aggregate after Wednesday’s 
game, asked for a rematch after 
claiming the Belgian dub’s goals 
were too small. _ 

The home and away quarterfin- 
al stage, played March 3 and 17 
next year, also has Spaita Prague 
of Czechoslovakia hosting Italy’s 
Parma, Spain’s Atietico Madrid 
travelling to Olympiakos Piraeus- 
of Greece and Feyenoord Rotter- 
dam of the Netherlands hosting 
Russia's Spartak Moscow. 

In the UEFA Cup home-and- 
away third round, to be played 
Nov. 25 and Dec. 9, title-holder 
Ajax Amsterdam of the Nether- 
lands hosts Germany's Kaisers- 
lautern, while Borussia Dort- 
mund of Germany has the open- 
ing home advantage against Real 
Zaragoza of Spain. 

Paris SL Germain of France 
hosts Anderlecht of Belgium, 
French Club Auxerre travels to 
Standard Liege in Belgium, and 
Dynamo Moscow of Russia hosts 
Portugal’s Benfica. 

Italy's AS Roma plays Galata- 
saray Istanbul of Turkey, Real 
Madrid of Spain travels of Vitesse 
Arnhem of the Netherlands, and 
Sigma Olomouc of Czechoslova- 
kia hosts Juventus Turin of Italy. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Injured Agassi pulls out of Antwerp tournament 

PARIS ( R) — Wimbledon champion Andre Agassi has pulled out 
of next week's European Community Tennis Tournament in 
' Antwerp with a thigh injury, the Association of Tennis Profes- 
sionals said Friday. They said Agassi flew back to his home in Las 
Vegas for treatment after his straight-sets defeat by compatriot 
Brad Gilbert at the Paris Open. Agassi is currently in eighth 
position but is likely to be overtaken by other contenders. 

Van Basten and Rijkaard set to renew contracts 

MILAN (R) — Dutchmen Marco Van Basten and Frank 
Rijkaard are poised to sign contracts which will keep them with 
Italian champions AC Milan until June 1995. But compatriot 
Ruud Gullit’s future at the club is shrouded in doubt. The daily 
Gazzetta Dello Sport reported Friday that Van Basten and 
Rijkaard would shortly sign two-year extensions to thqir current 
contracts but added Gullit would join another Italian club at the 
end of the season. Milan sporting director Ariedo Braid a 
confirmed that Van Basten and Rijkaard would sign new deals 
but denied Gullit would be on the move. 

Woman sues Magic Johnson 

DETROIT (AP) — A Michigan woman has- seed Magic Johnson 
in federal court, claiming he gave her the AIDS virus in June 

1990, according to news reports. The ABC television news 
magazine show “Primetime Live” reported the lawsuit, along 
with a taped interview in which Johnson discussed his second 
retirement from the Los Angeles Lakers. ABC said the suit was 
filed Oct. 30. but didn't name the woman or specify which court 
“Earvin (Johnson) categorically denies he knew be was infected 
with the virus in June 1990,” Johnson's Lawyer, Howard L. 
Weitzman said. “The first he learned about it was in late October 

1991. For all we know, she was the individual who infected him.” 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY NOVF^MBER 8, 199? 

By Thomas 3. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll fighter Fouj&i 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Quietly do those things on the ode 
that add to your suc c e s s . Desirable 
results that have much to do with a 
woidly nature are much closer than 
you may realise. Confide in assoex- 
ates. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Consider best bow you can get 
ahead today and a cooperative 
outsider is the best one to give 
hints but tonight study ways to 
increase longtime aims. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Doing some courtesies for your 
attachment can deepen the affec- 
tion between the two of you during 
.,the daytime while tonight decide 
your future goals. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
•Bring into the open something of 
importance you want to do to 
make your attachment happier, 
they you can handle your own 
affairs better. 

'MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever activities you 
-engage in today make sure they 
have the approval of a family 
member who is concerned for your 
success, wellbeing. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get m 
touch with one who understands 
your most ambitious plans to put 
your particular talents across and 
go into what you will do to aid that 
cooperative individual. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your best action is now cen- 
tered at your residence and how to 


best utilize your property asitf . 
sessions to increase . the .fir . • 
good will. - 
LIBRA: (September 23 fti 
22) You now can barea.mee&L 1 
those with whom 
allied and let them know w&m .. 
longtime aims witboot pre*-' " .. 
diem' to help, antesr they^jf • 
SCORPIO: (October 23 tojfcr' ' 
ber 21) If you warn id ^ .. 
your income or.your.proj*, 
anyway this is the day to cot - 
-confidential expert and gam 
data from this person. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November' 
December 21) Your person* 1 
that you want so much' 

■ i k.. rf.. < 


are naturally very indepasd 

CAPRICORN: (December: 
January 20) Try to bring, 
secret ambitions to theattenc 
a bigwig who is able to graa 
the favor of making your or 
dreams come true.- 

AQUARIU5: (January 21 toil 
ary 19) You have a special 'j 
mind that necessitates that yo 
one you do not currently 
who can give you the right 
upon how best to attain It, 

PISCES: (February 20 to T 
20) Look for some better rat 
formula that you can pres! & 
one of influence so that yp 
gain the backing that mea 
much to you. . - 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harrfi 



Tm not wearing this stupid camera I if - 
you don’t trust me when I work late, £ 
thafs your problem!” ^ 


jnPBfllKtlfcM 

Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 

cuue i wr 


THAT^CHAMBLED WOW) 
m. by-H enri Araoid-andjSob 


SAYTH 


PITTYS 


INTYCE 


WHAT THEY 
EXPECTEI7 THE BALL- 
PLATER TO VO WHEN 
I HE sJOINEP THEIR 
CAMP1N© PARTY, 


Now arrange the circled letters tc 
form the surprise answer, as sug 
Bested by the above cartoon. 


Answer “I 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monfla 

Jumbles: MANLY CEASE NEGATE THRIVE 

Answer What that ham was for the demanding drarru 
. critic— HIS ■.'MEAT- 


THE Daily Crossword by WitKam Canine 


ACROSS 
1 'Radar echo 
5 Fundamentals 
9 Treadle 

14 Indian queen 

15 Debatable 

16 Texas landmark 

17 Out of control 
IB Possessive 

19 English dynasty 

20 Bamboo stems 
22 Dock worker 
24 Dependable 
2B German poet 
27 Patisserie Items 

29 Explosive 

30 Kipling hero 

33 Milieu of 

'Enterprise'' 

37 Verdi's slave girt 
36 Songs In 37A 

39 Novelist Levin 

40 Expand 

41 Imper fe cti on 

42 Bottom, in a way 

44 Concorde 

45 Forbid 

46 Witnesses 

47 Pentateuch 
49 Irritate 

S3 Not appreciated 

57 Groom with 
elaborate care 

58 EmbUters 

59 Ardor 

61 West Point insL 

52 Rainier Edouard 

53 Nevada dty 
64. Coagulated 

mass 

65 Masticates 

66 Impediment 

67 Welles' 

''Citizen" 

DOWN 

1 Plant's leaflike 
part 

2 Texas university 

3 Turk, national 
hero 

4 Cok>. mountain 
.5 Actress Irving 

8 Sounds from me 
bleachers 

7 Sophisticated 

8 Trains 





9 Manifest 

10 Dodge by 
artifice 

11 Pedestal part 

12 Cupid 

13 Knowledge 
2T Arouses 
23 Hollywood 

street 
25 Aye 

20 Triangular sails 

30 City on the 
Dnieper 

31 Inactive 

32 Where teens 
bang out 

33 Mighty trees 

34 "Exodus" 
author 

35 Color 

36 Skill ■ t 

37 Dumbfounded 


pHzzte String 


nmnr.i i-inn nn£ 
□□□inn nna nnn 
□□□Gannon non 
oann nan nnnn 
□nnn nnno^ 
nrsGnnnnrann 
nnnoHQ nnn on 
ntirann □□□ nn ri 
nnnn nnn mnnfi 
□nnn nnnnnonn 
anno nonn 
nanano nnn 
□□□nn 

□□□nn nnn rang 
nnnnn non nng, 



4? Tossed 


40 Chandler's The 48 Homer heroine 
S*B — ' " 50 Inventor Nflcola 

42 Merit Si Dud 

43 Longing 52 Mother's •- 

45Crow£ kinsman 
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MY ^ iiwait exports 1.3m 
\^ no " "^Irrels from oil lakes 

5 esaons iz f 0 1 ’? Ur PtaJUTT (R) — Kuwait said Saturday it had returned to its pre-Guif 
good win ,Bcr *Bl produrtion level of 1.5 million barrels per day (b/d). Kuwait 
libra- said it was producing 1.28 b/d from 400 wells but Oil Minister 

22) You '^^be^amad A1 Baghli told local journalists output had risen to 1.5 
those with'L?*’ 1 hand’s b/d. He was speaking at a ceremony to see off a shipment to 
- allied and leuh >ln to® 1-3 *n31*«* barrels of crude salvaged from vast desert oil 
longtime aw ^ ^spilled from war-damaged wells. Officials said the shipment, 
them to hriT^Sied and worth between $9 and $11 a barrel, was the third and 
SCORPIO- if 10 he exported. Between 20 and 25 million barrels of crude, 

ber 21) if" y could be used for asphalt or fuel after refinement, had 

your income ^ ^ in surface depressions after Iraqi troops set ablaze and 
_ anyway this more than 700 Kuwaiti wells. Friday was the first 

; confidential ^L^sisary of the international effort to put out die oil-well fines. 
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Philippines 

must 
swallow 
bitter pill 

MANILA (R) — President Fidel 
Ramos has said Thursday the 
Philippines must swallow bitter 
medicine if it wanted to become 
one of the booming economies of 
Asia. 

Mr. Ramos told development 
officials that flat economic 
growth last year had forced the 
government to use painful mea- 
sures' to rein* in inflation and 
reduce the public sector deficit 

“We are still in that period of 
bitter medidne^taking which/has 
to be undergone by all of us," 
Mr. Ramos said in a speech in a 
resort- town south of Manila. 

“We are still in that program- 
me of economic stabilisation. 'We 
are holding on,” he added, com- 
paring the economy to a sickly 
patient still laid up in a hospital 
bed. 

The government has imposed 
tight curbs on spending to bring 
doWn inflation and cut interest 
rates. It has also tried to ppen up 
the economy by easing rales on 
foreign investment. 

Central bank governor Jose 
Cuisia warned Wednesday that 
Manila faced the threat of re- 
newed inflation that could endan- 
ger two years of fiscal discipline if 
public spending grew too fast. 

' Congressional, moves to raise 
the pay of government workers 



Fidel Ramos 

and foot-dragging over passing 
tax measures could push the pub- 
lic sector deficit to over 3.0 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

Prospects for economic growth 
this year have been badly hit by 
the lingering effects of natural 
disasters, a critical shortage of 
power and a rash of kidnappings 
of Chinese-Filipino businessmen 
and their families. 

Mr. Cuisia rejected projections 
by some private economists of 
1992 (Jan/Dec) growth of less 
than 1.0 per cent, but does not 
agree with official forecasts of 
2.0-2.5 per cent either. Growth in 
the first half was less than 0.5 per 
cent. 

“We must push and move for 
the more rapid development of 
our energy and power sector," 
Mr. Ramos said. “I have no 
doubt about our being able to 
improve the Iridnap-for- ransom 
situation." 

Economic growth estimates are 
being revised downwards follow- 
ing the return of regular power 
blackouts lasting up to six hours a 
day in Manila. 
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EC ministers call for trade 

talks with U.S. to resume 


WELWYN, England (R) — 
European Community (EC) 
trade ministers Saturday recom- 
mended that EC negotiators 
should reopen farm talks with 
their U.S. counterparts as soon as 
possible in an attempt to avert a 
trans-Atlantic trade war. 

German Economics Minister. 
Juergen Moellemann told repor- 
ters at the end of a two-day 
informal meeting at Brocken 
Hall, north of London, that if this 
/ailed, a summit should be held 
between U.S. President George 
Bush, EC Commission President 
Jacques Delors and British Prime 
Minister John Major. 

French Trade Minister Domi- 
nique Strauss- said he 
hoped deadlock in talks holding 
up an agreement on the General 
Agreement in Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) would not come to a 
trade war. 

But he added: “Europe will not 
stay without doing anything if this 
U.S. retaliation become a real- 
ity." 

Negotiations to settle the 
oilseeds row — which is at the 
heart of a wider EC-U.S. dispute 
over Europe's farm subsidies — 
have blocked progress towards 
global trade reform which Mr. 
Major has said would add $200 
billion to world trade. 

EC-U.S. talks in Chicago col- 
lapsed Tuesday and Washington 
announced it would impose 200 
per cent duties on $300 million 
worth of EC white wines and 
farm goods. 

Mr. Moellemann said the trade 
ministers would put their recom- 
mendations to an EC foreign 
ministers meeting in Brussels 
Monday. 

“There we should come to a 
formal decision for (EC External 
Affairs Commissioner) Frans 


Andriessen to meet his counter- 
part in Washington,” he said. 

“If this fails we think there 
should be a summit between 
President Bush, Mr. Delors and 
John Major," Mr. Moellemann 
added. 

Asked whether the trade minis- 
ters bad discussed possible EC 
retaliation to trade sanctions 
announced by Washington. Mr. 
Moellemann said: “No. We did 
not discuss such measures." 

“Everyone knows there .are 
possibilities to react in this way 
but we preferred to talk about the 
political possibilities to react to 
this situation," he said. 

Britain's Financial Times news- 
paper said the United States had 
drawn up a second “tot-fist" i in- 
cluding industrial items sudh as 
tyres, paper, ceramics and furni- 
ture. 

A spokeswoman at the Dutch 
agriculture ministry confirmed 
Washington had a second list of 
no n-agri cultural products but was 
unable to give any details. 

There were signs in Washing- 
ton that the United States was 
rer.dy to return to the negotiating 
table to thrash out a deal. 

“We simply have to sit down 
and have a commonsense nego- 
tiation — and we’re ready to do 
that," U.S. Trade Representative 
Carla Hills told NBC television 
Friday. 

But U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Edward Madigan, although will- 
ing to meet his EC counterparts, 
said the two sides were far from a 
fair deal. 

“I must have an honourable 
deal, a responsible deal, and a 
deal that is going to be perceived 
as being fair to the entire world, 
and we're not anywhere near 
that," Mr. Madigan said. 


France has been blamed by the 
United States and its EC partners 
for the impasse despite a concilia- 
tory statement by French Prime 
Minister Pierre Beregovoy Friday 
saying both skies could lose out. 

Mr. Strauss-Kahn defended 
France against criticism from 
Washington saying his country 
was not the only EC member to 
disagree with the U.S. position. 

Mr. Major telephoned German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl Friday 
to enlist his support to end the 
deadlock after reports that Mr. 
Kohl was reluctant to put press- 
ure on Paris. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel in an interview in 
Sunday's Welt newspaper urged 
both sides to do everything possi- 
ble to resolve the dispute. 

“A trade war is really the very 
last thing which we can afford 
with the present and future gov- 
ernment of the U.S.," he said in 
the interview released ahead of 
publication. 

Mr. Andriessen. who is due to 
hold a news conference later 
Saturday, is likely to take over as 
the Community's chief negotiator 
in the talks with Washington after 
Agriculture Commissioner Ray 
MacShany relinquished the role 
amid accusations that Mr. Delors 
had blocked a deal. 

Mr. Strauss- Kahn defended 
Mr. Delors who was accused of 
putting the interests of French 
farmers before those of the EC as 
a whole. 

“It is a completely wrong 
approach. Jacques Delors is 
doing his job which is to defend 
his European mandate," he said. 

Several leading American 
newspapers Friday blamed 
Europe for an impasse which 


could lead to a trans-Atlantic 
trade war. 

The newspapers expressed con- 
cerns about the possibility of an 
escalating trade war but said 
President Bush was right to im- 
pose the tariffs, effective next 
month. 

“The Bush administration was 
firm and right yesterday when it 
announced it would impose puni- 
tive tariffs on European white 
wines." the New York Times said 
in its lead editorial. “Europe has 
violated agreements and refused 
to make amends." 

“America has right on its 
side," the Philadelphia Inquirer 
said in its lead editorial, “since 
.two GATT panels have found 
'that EC subsidies on oilseeds 
violate previous agreements." 

Newsday, a daily with wide 
readerehips in New York City 
and surrounding areas, agreed. 

“Europe has been twice found 
in violation of trade rules for 
subsidising oilseed crops," it said. 
“That means Washington is enti- 
tled to offsetting tariffs on Euro- 
pean goods." 

The New York Times, a highly 
influential newspaper read in 
many parts of the United States, 
said that, despite the possibility 
of sparking a trade war, Washing- 
ton was prudent in its response to 
what it saw as European intransi- 
gence. 

“It could have targeted Si bil- 
lion of European exports it li- 
mited this to $300 million," the 
Times said. “It could have im- 
posed the tariffs immediately in- 
stead it put the action off for 30 
days." 

The New York Times con- 
cluded: “Europe triggered this 
trouble. Now it is up to Europe to 
keep an ugly skirmish from turn- 
ing into global disaster." 


Tokyo resumes 


TOKYO ( AP) — Japan resumed 
official aid to Vietnam Friday by 
offering a loan to buy up to $370 
million in commodities, yet 
another blow to the crumbling 
U.S.-led economic embargo on 
Hanoi. 

“We have our policy and the 
United States has its policy." said 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Masamichi Hanabusa. 

"Being allies, of course, we 
follow the respective policies in a 
way that is as harmonious as 
possible. I do believe that the 
United States government under- 
stands" Japan’s position, he said, 
said. 

The Japanese move is just the 
most recent sign that Washington 
is being left behind in the de- 
velopment of Vietnam as more 
and more U.S. allies are expand- 
ing ties to the resource-rich south 
east Asian nation. 

The Bush administration is still 
pondering whether enough prog- 
ress has been made in determin- 
ing the fate of more than 2,000 
Americans missing in action dur- 
ing the Vietnam war to ease its 
economic embargo and establish 
diplomatic relations. 

Just last month, Vietnam 
opened records that included - 
4.800 photographs of American- 
war dead and prisoners. 

The Japanese government, 
which joined other countries in 
freezing aid to Vietnam after its 
late 1978 invasion of Cambodia, 
said Friday the resumption of aid 
was designed to contribute to 
Hanoi's efforts at economic open- 
ness and market -oriented reform. 

France and Italy are among 
other U.S. allies that have re- 
sumed official aid to the com- 
munist nation in recent years. 

Japanese companies, which 
had curtailed trade with and in- 
vestment in Vietnam in deference 
to the U.S. economic embargo, 
have rapidly expanded business 
ties, particularly since a Cambo- 
dian peace accord was signed a 
year ago. 


Trade between Japan and Viet- 
nam reached $879 million last 
year, up about 125 per cent from 1988. 
and several Japanese companies 
have sent representatives to Viet- 
nam to scout investment possibili- 
ties. 

“Certainly this will be a force 
for (expanding) economic ex- 
changes with Vietnam,'* Hiroshi 
Kadota, a leading official .at 
Keidanren. the powerful lobby of 
Japanese business, said of the 
government's decision to resume 
aid. 

Meanwhile, American com- 
panies have urged an end to the 
U.S. economic embargo, saying it 
has prevented them from compet- 
ing for lucrative contracts in Viet- 
nam. 

The U.S. embassy in Tokyo 
said it would have no comment 
on the Japanese loan. In late 
October, Acting U.S. Secretary 
of State Lawrence Eagleburger 
said the possibility of Japan im- 
proving ties with Vietnam would 
not affect Washington's decision 
on whether to end the economic 
embargo, which still prevents 
Vietnam from getting aid from 
the World Bank and other multi- 
national forums. 

Mr. Hanabusa said there had 
been no immediate reaction from 
the United States to the 
announcement. 

Japan's new aid, a loan which 
will be used to buy commodities 
such as petroleum products, 
medicine and vehicles, was made 
possible after Vietnam repaid 
arrears from past Japanese assist- 
ance loans, a foreign ministry 
statement said. 

The ministry refused to say 
how much money was repaid by 
Hanoi. Until 1978. Japan had 
provided 17.5 billion yen ($142 
million) in grants and 10 billion 
yen ($81 million) in government 
loans to Vietnam. 

The new loan will have an 
annual interest rate of one per 
cent and be repaid over 30 years, 
including a 10-year grace period. 
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1985 Nissan Skyline 2.8 GT, sunroof, fully automatic, full 
options. Excellent condition. 

Call 605420 after 3:30 p.m. 


Unfurnished Penthouse For Rent 

1 bedroom, large hall, kitchen, bathroom, terrace, 136 m 2 , 2nd 
floor, separate entrance, fascinating scenery. 

Central heating, JD2,50Q/yr — Al Jubaiha. 

Tel. 837944 


Announces to the computer users and special- 
ists the availability of wide variety of computer 
books. 

Location: Bn front of the Uni- 
versity Hospital, next to Safe 
Car Gas Station, AB Sultan 
Building, 1st floor. 




TWA shaking op staff, 
shifting strategy 


NEW YORK (R) — Trans World 
Airlines (TWA) Inc. is firing 
some top executives as it alters its 
marketing strategy in a shift away 
from discounted fores, industry 
sources have said. 

TWA's senior vice president 
fo^jnaiketing, Craig Pavlus, and 
vice presidents in charge of 
advertising and sales who report 
to him are being let go as TWA 
tries to move away from being A 
“cut-rate airline," sources said. 

A TWA spokesman confirmed 
changes are afoot. 

“Sweeping changes are taking 
place as we speak," said TWA 
spokesman Don Fleming, who 
declined to comment on specific, 
changes. 

Mr. Fleming said TWA would 
announce a shift in its marketing 
strategy in the coming few weeks. 

1 ‘Significant changes are being 
contemplated in not only the 
marketing philosophy but the 
make-up of the marketing orga- 
nisation," be said. 

Mr. Fleming also confirmed a 
review of TWA’s advertising 
account was suspended because 
of the organisational changes. 


Industry analysts said the changes 
suggest TWA management com- 
mittee members Glenn Zander 
and Robin Wilson are “moving in 
vigorously to take control” of the 
carrier's operations from TWA 
owner Carl Icahn. 

“It’s terrific for the company,” 
said John ash, managing director 
at Global Aviation Associates 
Ltd. “If TWA is to have a chance 
at survival it’s important that Mr. 
Wilson and Mr. Zander have a 
chance to make decisions and 
move the company forward." 

Neither Mr. Zander nor Mr. 
Wilson, who were chosen by 
TWA unions and creditors to run 
TWA as part of its bankruptcy 
reorganisation plan, were avail- 
able for comment. 

Union sources said the man- 
agement committee hopes “to 
boil the airline down to a profit- 
able core and then build it up." 

TWA is operating under U.S. 
bankruptcy law protection. 

As part of its reorganisation 
effort, TWA already has made 
changes that have led to about 
2,000 redundancies. 


Zenith reports widening loss 


CHICAGO (R) — Consumer- 
electronics maker Zenith Electro- 
nics Corp. has reported a loss of 
$1.42 a share — much higher than 
experted — and said it plans to 
cut its work force in both the 
United States and Mexico. 

The company, based in Glen- 
view, Iliinois, said the loss total- 
led $41.8 million, compared with 
a loss of $1.5 million, or 5 cents a 
share, a year ago. Revenues fell 
to $295.9 million from $305 mil- 
lion. 

Zenith's loss was exacerbated 
by a $23.3 million one-time 
charge for restructuring. 

The loss was much worse that 
Wall Street analysts expected — 
consensus opinion was for it to 
break even or. at most, take a 
loss of 20 cents a share. 

The company, the last U.S.- 
based television maker, said it 
was reducing its U.S. salaried 
work force of 2,600 by about 15 
per cent. 

Employment levels in Mexico, 
where Zenith makes many of its 
televisions, will also be reduced, 
the company said. It gave no 


details, but said the Mexican cuts 
would come on top of “normal 
seasonal adjustments.” 

The company said its sales and 
earnings in the third quarter were 
hurt by a combination of its delay 
id matching industry-wide price 
cuts and by start-up costs at 
assembly plants in Mexico. 

Maynard Brandon, an analyst 
at Duff Phelps, said Zenith 
“made mistakes” by failing to 
respond to competitive price- 
cutting in a timely fashion. 

He added, however, that he 
expects Zenith’s colour TV sales 
for the full year to grow “a 
healthy five per cent-plus.” 

A.G. Edwards analyst Dennis 
Moran said the company's poor 
performance simply reflected “A 
lousy consumer-durable market.” 

For the first nine months of the 
year. Zenith has lost $85.6 mil- 
lion, or 52.92 a share, compared 
with a loss of $52.1 million, or S 
1.82 a share, a year ago. 

Nine-month revenues fell to 
$821.4 million from $854.1 mil- 
lion last year. 



0 SUIT ALL BUDGETS 


VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FIATS, WITH OR 
WITHOUT FURNITURE. 


PLEASE CALL : JORDAN PROPERTY 
CONSULTANTS Tel: 829882/829883 


Furnished or Unfurnished 
hi Dahiet Al Rasheed 

Three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 living areas, dining area, 
big kitchen, 2 verandas and entrance, lift, C.H., telephone, 
6 cubic-metre water tank with a pump, 4 built-in closets, 
garage for 2 cars. 

Tel. No. 669$38 v call from 8-10 a.m n 
2-4 p.m., 8-10 p.m. 
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Bosnia 
fighting 

■SARAJEVO (Agencies) — A 
Serb commander threatened to 
destroy Sarajevo unless Bosnian 
officials allow the departure of 
Tefugces who saw the door to 
safety abruptly dosed a day be- 
fore, Bosnian Radio reported 
Saturday. 

' The government radio said the 
ultimatum was delivered Satur- 
day during a meeting at.the air- 
port by Gen. Zarkovic. The Serb 
officer's fust name was not given. 
Gen. Zarkovic threatened to be- 
gin destroying Sarajevo systema- 
tically, beginning at 2 p.m. (1300 
GMT) Saturday if the busloads of 
refugees had not left for Belgrade 
by then. 

Negotiators for the presidency 
told the Serb general the convoys 
could depart within a couple of 
days, but not Saturday, the radio 
said. 

The reported threat could not 
be immediately confirmed by 
U.N. forces or Serbian officials. 

Hundreds of Bosnians had 
been stranded at the last minute 
Friday when Bosnian military 
leaders cancelled Red Cross eva- 
cuation convoys because of wor- . 
lies about losing fighters for 
Sarajevo's defence. 

About 10 per cent of the 6,300 
evacuees, who were from all 
ethnic groups, were men. Some 
of the men were between 18 and 
60 years old, an age group that is 
required to stay in Sarajevo to be 
available 'for military service if 
needed. 

Late Friday, the army said it 
would allow convoys carrying 
women, boys up to 18 and men 
over 60 to leave. Men between 18 
and 60 would have to obtain 
medical certificates from military 


convoys; 
continues in the north 


doctors to be allowed out. 

Fighting in Sarajevo overnight 
was light, with only a few shells 
landing, mostly on die southern 
end of the old town. 

Bosnian Radio said fighting 
was heavy overnight in Gradacac, 
Tuzla, Brcko and Olovo, all 
north of the capital. It claimed 
more than 3,000-4,000 shells had 
fallen in a 24-hour period on 
Gradacac, one of the few cities 
still under government control. 
The report could not be indepen- 
dently verified. 

Police in Sarajevo turned back 
an attempt by 200 refugees to 
walk out of the besieged Bosnian 
capital Saturday, journalists said. 

About 200 refugees, most of 
them Croats, were halted as they 
tried to approach lines held by 
Serb forces holding the suburb of 
nidza and herded back towards 
the city centre. 

Journalists said they were re- 
turning to a refugee centre in a 
former school from where they 
had set out 

The spontaneous exodus is a 
measure of the desperation of 
people who have endured con- 
stant bombardment and dire 
shortages. It has also put a fresh 
strain on an already shaky 
alliance between Bosnian and 
Groat forces. 

Relations between Muslims 
and Croats have been tense since 
fighting broke out between them 
briefly in central Bosnia two 
weeks ago. 

Many Muslims fear the Croats 
are trying to carve their own 
territoiy out of western Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, with the ultimate 
aim of joining it to neighbouring 
Croatia proper. 


There is already a Croat power 
struggle in Bosnia’s collective 
leadership to replace Muslim 
Izetbegovic who is due to step 
down in December and hand over 
to a Croat. 

Stjepan Kljuic, an moderate 
Croat, resigned from the pres- 
idency Friday in a move that 
cleared the path for Jus more 
hardline rival, Miro Lasic. 

The fighting in Sarajevo was 
relatively muted overnight and 
during' Saturday morning, but 
many residents feared the exodus 
could spark a new round of shell- 
ing from Serb artillery positions 
in the hills around the city. 

Meanwhile, the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference 
Secretary-General Hamid Al 
Gab id, railed in remarks pub- 
lished Saturday for military in- 
tervention to defend Muslims in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The Saudi Arabian daily Al 
Madina said Mr. Gabid in an 
interview “renewed his call on 
tire (U.N.) Security Council for 
sanctions and military interven- 
tion to end Serbia's aggressive 
expansion against the people of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. ” 

Foreign ministers of the 47- 
member OIC are due to meet in 
Jeddah on Dec. 1 to study “con- 
crete measures aimed at rapidly 
putting to an end the nightmare 
of i-the people of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina," the Jeddah-based 
'OIC announced. 

Iranian President Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani accused the 
West in a Friday sermon of back- 
ing Serbs fighting Muslims in 
Bosnia to create another 
Palestinian-like problem. 

The Iranian News Agency 


(IRNA) said he criticised the 
OICs “procrastination tactics in 
the face of Western crimes in 
Bosnia.” 

“It is a long time since the OIC 
has been urged to take actions 
against these crimes but it is 
delaying so much that Bosnian 
dries are falling one after the- 
other," be said. 

Iran is one of many Muslim 
states which have asked the U.N. 
to exempt Bosnia from the arms 
embargo on former Yugoslavia. 

The United States Friday cal- 
led for a Inn on transit shipments 
of goods across Serbia to stop 
sanctions- busting and released a 
new report alleging unspeakable 
war- crimes in Bosnia, mostly 
committed by Serbs. 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said Washing- 
ton was consulting its allies to ban 
the trans-shipment through Ser- 
bia of key goods, espedally oil. 

“But if we can't get agreement 
on that in the sanctions commit- 
tees, we're prepared to go to the 
Security Council for a full ban on 
trans-shipments through Serbia," 
said Mr. Boucher. 

He was reacting to recent re- 
ports that petrol was plentiful in 
Belgrade despite the U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed on Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

Mr. Boucher said sanctions had 
succeeded in shutting 70 per cent 
of Serb enterprises and recent 
steps to damp down on smug- 
gling on the River Danube were 
working. But some goods were 
still getting through. 

“One of the main problems 
now is that of goods in transit, or 
goods that are falsely 
documented as being in transit." 
said Mr. Boucher. 


A Bosniao grave digger works in a footbaD stadium in ChriflauB and Manana 

together at the stadium (AFP photo). 

Russians mark Revolution Day 


buried 


Pretoria 
denies war 
support 
to UNITA 
resumed 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa would not obstruct 
in any way efforts to install demo- 
cracy in strife-tom Angola, nor 
help its former ally UNITA to 
'take power by force, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said Satur- 
day. 

"Our standpoint has been very 
dear. We want the democratic 
process to progress,” he told 
Reuters. 

“We categorically, very cate- 
gorically, have said South Africa 
will not in any way want to hamper 
this. We will not support UNITA 
in any way in armed conflict,” he 
added. 

. Angolan radio, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC), quoted Angola's 
Foreign Minister Pedro De Cas- 
tro Van Dunem as saying Pre- 
toria was providing logistical and 
armed support to the UNITA 
movement Jed by Jonas .Savimbi. 

It quoted Mr. Van Dunem as 
saying South Africa's Foreign 
Minister Pik Botha had been 
dedared persona non grata, and 
would no longer be allowed on 
Angolan territory. 

His comments undermined 
prospects for a further direct role 
by Pretoria in brokering a peace- 
accord in Angola following the 
return to civil war caused by a 
dispute over September’s election 
results. 

Mr. Botha travelled to Angola 
last month to try to mediate 
between Mr. Savimbi and Presi- 
dent' Jose Eduardo Dos Santos 
whose MPLA movement won the 
first multi-party elections after 16 
years of civil war. Mr. Savimbi 
cried fraud. 

The state-run South African 
Broadcasting Corporation said tn 
a television report Saturday that 
president F.W. De Klerk could 
be approached to chair talks be- 
tween Mr. Savimbi and Mr. Dos 
Santos. 

The Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said South Africa had all 
along been offered as a possible 
venue for talks between the 
Angolan leaders, but declined to 
comment further. 

Angolan radio reported Mr. 
Van Dunem as saying, during a 
visit to Brazil, that about IS 
South African aircraft were pro- 
viding logistical support to UN- 
ITA and had southern Angola’s 
air space under constant surveill- 
ance. 

■ He accused South Africa of 
moving a battalion of troops into 
"northern Angola to support UN- 
JTA forces, according to the BBC 
monitoring of the Angolan radio 
report. 

The sooth African Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, said similar allega- 
tions had been made previously 
and were considered so absurd 
they didn’t warrant a reply. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yeltsin asks U.N. help over Baltics 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Russian President Boris Y chain 
Friday called on the United Nations to urge the Baltic states to 
treat their Russian-speaking minorities in accordance with human 
rights agreements. In a letter to Secretary-General Boutros Ghali, 
he particularly cited what he called “discriminatory policies and 
practices of the authorities of Latvia and Estonia with respect to 
this population group." which he said ran counter to fundamental 
U.N. principles and violated various human rights accords. “This 
situation- we believe, should be a matter for consideration by the 
United Nations. Existence in Europe of conditions for flagrant 
discrimination against a considerable part of the population of a 
state and emergence of new hotbeds of tensions and conflict is 
inadmissible." Mr. Yeltsin continued: “I ask you, Mr. Secretary- 
General, to take all measures within the United Nations, the 
Security Council and the General Assembly in order to encourage 
the Baltic states to implement in good faith and fully then- 
undertakings under bilateral and international agreements in the 
area of human rights and freedoms.” 

‘150,000 displaced in Tajikistan’ 

GENEVA (R) — The conflict in the former Soviet Central Asian 
Republic of Tajikistan has made some 150,000 people homeless, 
■the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said 
Saturday. Hundreds have been killed and thousands forced to flee 
their homes in the past few months by a bitter struggle between 
supporters of the former Communist President Rakhmon 
Nabiyev and the ruling coalition of Islamic radicals and demo- 
crats. An ICRC spokesman said an ICRC team which visited the 
Tajik capital Dushanbe and the southern town of Kulyab this 
week found that food and medicine were in short supply. The 
ICRC plans to send immediately some 400,000 Swiss francs 
($280,700) worth of food and medical aid to cover the needs of 
around 10,000 of the displaced people. 

Perot keeps options open 

NEW YORK (R) — Ross Perot says he is keeping all his options 
open — from accepting a post in Bill Clinton’s new administration 
to forming a third party to making another run for the U.S. 
presidency. In an interview on ABC Television’s “20/20,” the 
independent presidential candidate told Barbara Walters that at 
present he wanted to work within the system “because we’ve just 
elected a president and we don’t want to be disruptive in any 
way." But he added that his volunteers, who helped him win 19 
per cent of the vote in Tuesday's election, would “come together" 
in the next few days to determine the future of the movement. 
Asked if that meant forming a third party, Mr. Perot said, “if they 
came back with that I’d say look, that’s premature, we don’t have 
an imminent election. Let’s work through the system and try to 
get things done.” But he added. “Let's assume that two years 
from now everything is in disarray. I'd say the odds are 100 per 
cent they would want a third party ... before the next congression- 
al elections. “If they decided to establish a third party, then we 
would back candidates in the congressional and Senate races." 

Police kill 17 militants in Punjab 

CHANDIGARH, India (AP) — Police killed 17 Sikh guerrillas in 
eight gun battles in Punjab, including a top militant whose men 
are accused of gunning down hundreds of people. Security forces 
killed the guerrilla leader, Karaj Singh, and two of his men in a 
skirmish in Uboke. a village outside Amritsar, the Sikh’s holy 
city. United News of India (UNI) reported Saturday. A civilian 
who the guerrillas had kidnapped, lassa Singh, was rescued by the 
police, UNI said. Mr. Singh helped lead the Khalistan Liberation 
Force, one of the many outlawed militant groups in Punjab, 
where Sikh guerrillas have fought for independence from India 
for 13 years. The Khalistan Liberation Force has killed hundreds 
of civilians, police officers and politicians in the last eight years, 
according to police records. 

Roh to visit Japan 

SEOUL (AP) — In talks in Japan Sunday, President Roh 
Tae-Woo and Japanese Prime Minister Kiicfai Miyazawa are 
expected to focus on regional security and trade issues, not 
bilateral problems. Relations between the two neighbours have 
been strained by thorny bilateral issues, but the leaders are likely 
to stay away from them because of the importance of regional 
issues. Mr. Roh makes an unofficial one-day trip to the old 
Japanese capita] of Kyoto Sunday for his second meeting with Mr. 
Miyazawa this year. Mr. Miyazawa’s visit to Seoul in January was 
met by South Korean concern over Seoul’s huge trade deficits 
with Japan, which reached $9 billion last year. New revelations of 
Japanese atrocities against Korean women during World War II 
further marred the trip. Mr. Miyazawa apologised for tbe 

estimated tens of thousands of Korean women who were forced io 
serve as prostitutes in Japanese military brothels during the war. 


Clashes in 
French port 
as ship 
takes on 
plutonium 

CHERBOURG. France (R) — 
The loading of 1.7 tonnes of 
radioactive plutonium on to a 
Japanese ship began in the chan- 
nel port of Cherbourg Saturday 
as demonstrators opposed to the 
shipment dashed with police. 

The 3,800-tonne Akatsuki 
Maru. due to take the dangerous 
cargo back to Japan, sailed into 
the heavily-guarded harbour be- 
fore dawn in thick fog after wait- 
ing in international waters for 
nearly a week, out of sight of 
protesters and journalists. 

Environmentalists say even a 
tiny leak to the substance could 
cause great damage and endanger 
thousands of lives. 

Two activists from the Green- 
peace movement were injured 
Saturday when the group’s pro- 
test boat, the Moby Dick, trial to 
approach the Japanese ship as it 
came into the harbour. 

As navy boats rushed to sur- 
round the Moby Dick, an inflat- 
able boat rammed into a Green- 
peace raft, injuring a French 
woman and Swedish man on 
board, Greenpeace spokesman 
Jean-Luc Thierry told reporters. 


MOSCOW (R) — Thousands of 
Russians took to the streets to 
mark the 75th anniversary of the 
Bolshevik Revolution Saturday, 
calling on President Boris Yelt- 
sin’s government to quit and de- 
manding the restoration of the 
Socialist system. 

The rallies of cheering, flag- 
waving sympathisers in Moscow, 
St Petersburg and other cities 
were bigger than previous pro- 
tests the Communists had called 
in recent months. 

But they were far smaller than 
the organised demonstrations of 
the Soviet era, when hundreds of 
thousands gathered for military 
parades and speeches. 

“We came here because we do 
not like the way things are going 
in this country," said Sergei Bon- 
darenko, who attended the Mos- 
cow demonstration with his wife 
and six-year old son. 

“The rich are getting richer and 
the poor are getting poorer. That 
is not what we expected a year 
ago.” 

The anniversary remains a 
national holiday despite last 
year's fall of communism and a 
deepening economic crisis that 
has left most people with little to 
celebrate. 

Soaring prices have left go;>ds 
outside the reach of thousands of 


ordinary people, industrial pro- 
duction is tumbling and millions 
fear they will lose their jobs if 
inefficient factories go to the 
wall. 

In Moscow up to 25,000 people 
gathered near a giant statue of 
revolutionary, leader Vladimir 
Lenin before marching towards 
tbe centre of town to lay wreaths at 
the Lenin Mausoleum just out- 
side the Kremlin walls. 

“Let us defend the gains of 
socialism,” read one slogan. 
“Sack the Gaidar government,” 
said another. 

Some onlookers were bitter 
about the protests. “Now the 
Communists unite — it is their 
day. We. the democrats, failed to 
unite. We should do something 
about it or they will come back to 
power,” said one middle-aged 
bystander. 

The protesters included mem- 
bers of Russia’s new National 
Salvation Front, a hardline 
grouping of Communists and 
nationalists dedicated to remov- 
ing Mr. Yeltsin from power. 

“The gang of reckless occu- 
piers who sell out the motherland 
should be sacked,” leading front 
member Colonel Stanislav 
Terekhov told the rally. 

“We need a powerful country 


which will be respected all over 
the world. Let Americans enter- 
tain themselves with democracy. 
We don’t need it We need a 
dictatorship of law. ” 

Mr. Yeltsin has banned the 
^National Front, but its leaders say 
they will defy the ban. 

In St Petersburg some 10,000 
people braved tbe snow to inarch 
along the central Nevsky Pros- 
-pekt. 

“I do not see any light at the 
end of the tunnel and that is why I 
came here,” said Alexander Shi- 
lov, 38, a father of four small 
children. “We are not Commun- 
ists, but we became Communist - 
s... because perestroika turned 
Out to be a big lie which deprived 
us of tbe guarantees we bad had 
under die old system.” 

Moscow Radio said the pro- 
tests in other Russian dries were 
poorly attended and most demon- 
strators were elderly. One rally in 
southern Siberia on the border 
with China lasted for only 15 
minutes, ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. 

“It was the shortest celebration 
in 75 years of our history. The 
temperature was — 20 degrees 
Centigrade and most people pre- 
fered to stay at home,” the agen- 
cy said. • 


Gorbachev urges new Russian coalition 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Former. 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
has called on Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin to form a coalition 
government able to carve out a' 
new political consensus and force 
through fresh policies. 

In an interview published in 
Russia's Nezavisimaya Gazeta 
Saturday. Mr. Gorbachev said 
reforms could only continue if 
there were changes for the better 
in Mr. Yeltsin’s government 
team. 

“Today Russia is in crisis,” he 
told the newspaper. “If the pre- 
sent leadership manages to take 
the initiative with new polides 
and a new coalition team, then 
we will be able to maintain the 
process of change.” 

Mr. Gorbachev has been lock-. 


ed in an increasingly bitter strug- 
gle with Mr. Yeltsin. Mr. Gor- 
bachev has dedined to give evi- 
dence at a constitutional court 
hearing into the legality of a 
Yeltsin ban on the Soviet Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Yeltsin retaliated by refus- 
ing to let Mr. Gorbachev leave 
Russia. But he relaxed the travel 
ban to allow his rival to attend the 
Berlin funeral of former West 
German Chancellor Willy Brandt 
after protests from Western 
politicians. 

Mr. Gorbachev is due to leave 
Moscow again Sunday to receive 
a civic award in Berlin. A Gor- 
bachev spokesman said the Rus- 
sian foreign ministry did not 
object to the trip. 

In the interview Mr. Gor- 


bachev said Mr. Yeltsin's “stub- 
bornness" had prevented him 
■ from bringing reformers together 
in a coalition. 

“If the president foils to take 
advantage of tbe time he has left 
to find support... this will be a 
huge miscalculation,” Mr. Gor- 
bachev said. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s interview was 
published on the 75th anniversary 
of the Bolshevik Revolution, de- 
clared a public holiday in Russia 
and marked by popular protests 
against Mr. Yeltsin's govern- 
ment. 

Leading reformers stepped up 
the pressure Friday on President 
Yeltsin, reportedly telling him he 
must make cabinet changes to 
satisfy parliamentary opponents 
and preserve his reform polides. 


Bush takes full responsibility for election loss 


WASHINGTON (API — Presi- 
dent Bush said Saturday that he 
alone is responsible for his loss in 
Tuesday's election and urged all 
Americans to unite behind 
President-Elect Bill Clinton “so 
he can move our nation for- 
ward." 

“It. was my administration, my 
campaign,” he said in remarks 
taped at Camp David for nation- 
wide radio broadcast Saturday. “1 
captained the team and I take full 
responsibility for the loss. No one 
else is responsible. I am responsi- 
ble.” 

But he also said: “I hope his- 
tory will record that the Bush 
administration has served Amer- 
ica well. I am proud of my cabinet 
and my staff. America has (ed the 
world through an age of global 
transition. We have made the 
world safer for our kids. And 1 
believe the real fruits of our 
global victory are yet to be 
tasted.” 

Mr. Bush said he and his wife 
Barbara will return to their 
adopted home state of Texas on 
Jan. 20, the day Mr. Clinton is 
inaugurated as the nation's 42nd 
president. 

“Way back in 1945, Winston 
Churchill was defeated at the 
polls,” Mr. Bush said. “He said, 
‘I’ve been given the order of the 
boot.’ This is the exact position in 
which I find myself today.” 

Mr. Bush, whose term as presi- 
dent ends on Jan. 20. still has a 
deskful of unfinished business, 
from pursuing the Middle East 
peace process to coping with ex- 
pected bank failures and deciding 
whether to let British Airways 
buy a major share of USAir. 


Mr. Bush served a dramatic 
reminder Thursday that he's still 
in charge when his trade repre- 
sentative slapped punishing 
tariffs on white wine imports 
from the European Community 
(EC). 

That could trigger a trans- 
Atlantic tariffs war, but Bush 
administration officials hope it 
revives progress toward com- 
promise in the stalled global 
talks. 

Mr. Bush became a caretaker 
when he lost Tuesday's national 
election to Democrat Bill Clinton 
in Tuesday's national election, 
but he retains his constitutional 
powers to command the military, 
make treaties, pardon mis- 
creants, and appoint ambassa- 
dors. He submits next year's 
budget to Congress with the sure 
knowledge Mr. Clinton will mod- 
ify it. 

White House officials insist 
they have no intention of ram- 
ming through a host of controver- 
sial regulations before the Clin- 
ton team takes over on Jan. 20. as 
they contend the outgoing Carter 
administration did to President 
Ronald Reagan 12 years ago. 

Business will proceed in 
Washington for the next 11 
even as the eyes of the world 
shift to President-Elect Clinton in 
Little Rock. Arkansas. 

Among coming events and 
possible actions before the Bush 
administration ends: 

— Attorney General William 
P. Barr must decide by mid- 
November whether to seek a 
court-appointed independent 
prosecutor to investigate illegal' 
loans to Iraq prior to the Gulf 


war, as demanded by Democrats 
in Congress. Mr. Barr has 
already rejected one such de- 
mand. A United Nations 
weapons inspection team has 
another trip scheduled into Iraq 
in a few weeks. 

— The Arabs and Israel re- 
sume their peace talks at the 
State Department Monday. The 
negotiations have produced some - 
progress since they began a year 
ago. Mr. Clinton has indicated he 
will keep pressing on that front. 

— Federal banking regulators 
are likely to shut several dozen 
banks under provisions of the 
stricter new banking law effective 
Dec. 19. The law empowers the 
regulators to close sick banks 
before they topple into insolven- 
cy. 

— Mr. Bush’s transportation 
secretary, Andrew H. Card Jr., 
has promised to decide by Dec. 
24 whether to authorise British 
Airways’ $750 million deal to buy 
a 44 per cent stake in USAir. The 
three largest U.S.-based carriers 

— American. United and Delta 

— are bitterly opposed. 

Meanwhile, talks resume at the 
State Department next week on a 
proposed “open skies” aviation . 
agreement that would lift most 
restrictions between the U.S. and 
British markets. 

— U.S. and Russian arms 
negotiators are still trying to 
finalise a second strategic arms 
treaty which Mr. Bush and Rus^ 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
agreed to an outline of last June. 

The original START treaty, 
reducing long-range nuclear 
weapons by one-third, has been 
ratified by the U.S. Senate, the 


Russian parliament and Kazakh- 
stan and now awaits action by 
Ukraine and Belarus. 

Mr. Bush sought to dampen 
speculation that he might make 
one final foreign trip to sign the 
aims pact. “I have no plans to go 
to Moscow," he said Thursday. 

— Amid daily press and broad- 
cast descriptions of continuing 
horror and death in former 
Yugoslavia, Mr. Bush's foreign 
policy specialists are concerned 
about getting more relief supplies 
into Bosnia before winter 
worsens the agony. 

— U.S. diplomats are trying to 
stop renewed conflict in Angola 
from erupting back into a full- 
scale civil war, and keeping a 
wary eye on the strife in Liberia 
as well as the famine in Sudan 
and Somalia. 

Some senior Republicans and 
White House aides say President 
Bush should pardon former De- 
fence Secretary Caspar Weinber- 
ger and other Iran-contra defen- 
dants, according to a report pub- 
lished Saturday. 

No formal recommendation 
has been made to the president, 
but the idea has been discussed 
informally by some of his aides, 
the Washington Post said, quot- 
ing unidentified Republican and 
White House sources. 

The New York Times, howev- 
er, reported Saturday that the 
matter had not gone beyond dis- 
crcsions at middle levels in the 
administration. . ' * 

The Times quoted an unidenti- 
fied senior White House official 
as saying that the tssu6 had not 
reached the president’s desk and 
was not likely to be consitfcred 
soon. 


LONDON (R) —~ Ptihces - 
Friday bit exit at what 
“ untr ue and hurtful” 
in the . press about 
tionship with Queen 5 
and Prince Philip. In an;- 
public statement issued 
ingham Palace, Princes* 
said:. “The suggestions’ll. - 
have been anything 'odf. 
sympathetic and support!? -■ 
true and particularly^ => 
The statement was ssfeT *, 
ing Princess Diana V 
an official visit to South ? - r 
which tbe state of bet ufcf . , 
tbe heir to the throqe, - 
Charles was picked ovet^' .- 
by the -British tablqfr'. 
Newspapers earlier tifisiw 
Queen Elizabeth bad oujr' 
to ' make the Korean trip * 
sake of appearances. Tbd " 
quoting from a new edftj 
bestselling book by Andri 
ton, also reported -fii 
queen's husband. Prince*' 
had written to. PrinceT 
earlier this year accurini 
bringing shame and rfdj 
the royal family- Diana 
statement read: ‘-The-Pn * . 
Wales would like to sip' 
from the recent wave oft- 
ing reports about the rqsl 
assertions in some nC* •" 
this week directed sp| 
against tbe queen and tjj '■ ' 
of Edinburgh. “The tig 
that they have beeij ^- - 
other than sympathetic • 
portive is untrue and pa| 
hurtful.” Prince Charles; 
Hong Kong after the^fe 
visit to South Korea, - 
“warmly endorse” Friday. ■ _ 
ment. 
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Elderly French 
was Matisse’s m 


PARIS (AP) — A Fra' 
who posed for Henm 
during World War IJj 
painter was taken witbl 
though others said sh^V 
and tried to dissuade 
taking religious vow$/f 
view carried in this \gsj| 
of Paris-Match maj|fl#fc r 
Jacques-Marie describe : 
year friendship with Mat 
began in 1942 when sfl£. 
him back to health ?«_■ 
with his death in 1954.3 : 
Bourgeois was a 23-year-* r 
ing school graduate whet - 
sent to take care of Mari • 
73 and living in tbe soutiv 
of Vence. “In the begin 
was distant. Then we stai 
ing about his wife, his . ’ 
and grandchildren. I wo.', 
to him,” recalled Sister 
Marie, now 73. “He was ^ 
a month, so I left. Thrv 
later, he called and asb* 
pose. I was very surpt 
refused, but he insi 
hard...” She said she' f 
four major paintings. . 
American and Russiai 
tions: Monique, L’lc 
Robe Verte Et Les Ora 
Tabac Royal. 

Thai interior 
minister wants •' 
brothels closed^ 

BANGKOK (R) — . 

Minister General Chavd ■ 
chaiyudh has said he • 
brothels in Thailand sbtf 
two months. “In two nv : 
erything will be done at 
That is our ultimate gos 
Chavalit was quoted by t 
kok Post as telling reponl 
did not say how he wot 
His remark followed tix 
this week of a 24-year-oi 
tute whose body was fo ; " 
provincial government ■ _ 
The murder was coma# 
after Prime Minister.' 
Leekpai said in a meet : \ 
civil servants, police and" ■ 
officials that he wanted */" 
child prostitution. He'.^ 
corrupt police of turning 
eye to Thailand’s huge » - 
try, which employs.? 
prostitutes, according td 
ment figures. 

Dutch court rul<>, 
sex club is no 
Rolls Royce 

AMSTERDAM (R) — -O 
court has banned a sex .q v 
using the name Rolls J® 
■cause it was damaging $1 
tion of the British ■ 
manufacturer. He or« 
dub in the southern' 1 
■ Maastricht to remove * 
“flying lady" statue fiw 
den and strip all 
features frojn half a 
car on display in thew*\. 
way, the Dutch 
(ANP) said. Tbe ddH*v. 
said he would renames ►, 
lishment Regals R, rffSV 
family. -• 





